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The classic musicals of Broadway can provide us with truly enchanted evenings. But while many of us can
hum the music and even recount the plot from memory, we are often much less knowledgeable about how
these great shows were put together. What was the inspiration for Rodgers and Harts Pal Joey, or Rodgers
and Hammersteins Carousel? Why is Marias impassioned final speech in West Side Story spoken, rather than
sung? Now, in Enchanted Evenings, Geoffrey Block offers theatre lovers an illuminating behind-the- scenes
tour of some of the best loved, most admired, and most enduring musicals of Broadways Golden Era.
Readers will find insightful studies of such all-time favorites as Show Boat, Anything Goes, Porgy and Bess,
Carousel, Kiss Me, Kate, Guys and Dolls, The Most Happy Fella, My Fair Lady, and West Side Story. Block
provides a documentary history of fourteen musicals in all--plus an epilogue exploring the plays of Stephen
Sondheim--showing how each work took shape and revealing, at the same time, production by production,
how the American musical evolved from the 1920s to the early 1960s, and beyond. The book's particular
focus is on the music, offering a wealth of detail about how librettist, lyricist, composer, and director work
together to shape the piece. Drawing on manuscript material such as musical sketches, autograph
manuscripts, pre-production librettos and lyric drafts, Block reveals the winding route the works took to get
to their final form. Block blends this close attention to the nuances of musical composition and stagecraft
with trenchant social commentary and lively backstage anecdotes. Jerome Kern, Cole Porter, the Gershwins,
Rodgers and Hart, Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lerner and Loewe, Kurt Weill, Frank Loesser, Leonard
Bernstein, Sondheim, and other luminaries emerge as hardworking craftsmen under enormous pressure to
sell tickets without compromising their dramatic vision and integrity. Opening night reviews and accounts of
critical and popular response to subsequent revivals show how particular musicals have adapted to changing
times and changing audiences, shedding light on why many of these innovative shows are still performed in
high schools, colleges, and community theaters across the country, while others, such as Weills One Touch
of Venus or Marc Blitzsteins The Cradle Will Rock, languish in comparative obscurity.
Packed with information, including a complete discography and plot synopses and song-by-song scenic
outlines for each of the fourteen shows, Enchanted Evenings is an essential reference as well as a riveting
history. It will deepen readersappreciation and enjoyment of these beloved musicals even as it delights both
the seasoned theater goer and the neophyte encountering the magic of Broadway for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Gabriel Cleveland:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Enchanted Evenings: The Broadway Musical from Show Boat to
Sondheim it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Kori Pierson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Enchanted Evenings: The Broadway
Musical from Show Boat to Sondheim guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation
Enchanted Evenings: The Broadway Musical from Show Boat to Sondheim as good book not only by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Wilma Tovar:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Enchanted Evenings: The Broadway Musical from Show Boat to Sondheim
can make you feel more interested to read.

Amy Osburn:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the
book Enchanted Evenings: The Broadway Musical from Show Boat to Sondheim we can have more



advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book
Enchanted Evenings: The Broadway Musical from Show Boat to Sondheim. You can more appealing than
now.
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