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Drawing on his weekly Guardian column, "Elements of Fiction," John Mullan offers an engaging look at the
novel, focusing mostly on works of the last ten years as he illuminates the rich resources of novelistic
technique.

Mullan sheds light on some of the true masterworks of contemporary fiction, including Monica Ali's Brick
Lane, J.M. Coetzee's Disgrace, Don DeLillo's Underworld, Jonathan Franzen's The Corrections, Mark
Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Patricia Highsmith's Ripley under Ground, Ian
McEwan's Atonement, John le Carré's The Constant Gardener, Philip Roth's The Human Stain, Jonathan
Safran Foer's Everything Is Illuminated, and Zadie Smith's White Teeth. He highlights how these acclaimed
authors use some of the basic elements of fiction. Some topics (like plot, dialogue, or location) will appear
familiar to most novel readers, while others (meta-narrative, prolepsis, amplification) will open readers' eyes
to new ways of understanding and appreciating the writer's craft. Mullan also excels at comparing modern
and classic authors--Nick Hornby's adoption of a female narrator is compared to Daniel Defoe's; Ian
McEwan's use of weather is set against Austen's and Hardy's.
 How Novels Work explains how the pleasures of novel reading often come from the formal ingenuity of the
novelist, making visible techniques and effects we are often only half-aware of as we read. It is an
entertaining and stimulating volume that will captivate anyone who is interested in the contemporary or the
classical novel.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Branson:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The How Novels
Work provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

James Shipp:

You will get this How Novels Work by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you
just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Sonia Cramer:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
How Novels Work can make you really feel more interested to read.

Luther Jensen:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book How Novels Work we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being
creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book How Novels Work. You can more desirable than
now.
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