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In 1976, the Northwest Minnesota Regional History Center, a part of the Minnesota Historical Society,
conducted a bi-centennial project to record the voices of first and second generation Scandinavian
Immigrants in the Upper Midwest, especially in the Red River Valley of Minnesota and North Dakota. The
author traveled to their homes and interviewed more than a hundred immigrants or their children to gather
information on the immigrant experience. Among the issues explored with these people were conditions in
the home country, reasons for emigration, the route of the emigrations and the voyage to America, initial
impressions, and the first year in America. The statistical information on this immigration experience,
especially for the Norwegians and the Swedes, is quite excellent, but the oral history project was also
attempting to capture the intense feelings of the “divided heart” and the psychological crisis of leaving
family and friends behind. The interviews also attempted to gather information as to the acculturation of the
immigrants. Which new aspects of America did they accept and which did they reject? Finally, the project
attempted to measure the retention of Scandinavian traditions and attitudes as they existed at the time of the
Bi-centennial. The Swedes, the Norwegians, the Danes, the Icelanders, and the Finns told of their retention
of customs, of their church, of their educational experiences, of their language, of their literature, of their
music, and, of course, of their cuisine. This book is arranged with separate chapters to examine these issues,
mostly using the verbatim transcripts of the interviews. An old Icelandic woman describes traveling by
covered wagon to the plains of North Dakota. An old Norwegian man describes patrolling the Swedish
border when war threatened in 1905. An old Swedish woman describes homesteading on the prairie. These
are wonderful and poignant words, but a transcript can never capture the musical brogue describing the
longing for Norway nor can they portray the tear that rolls down a face as a man describes that last Christmas
in Sweden. The author is a retired professor of history who taught at Luther College, North Dakota State
University, and Minnesota State University Moorhead.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Ginter:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Prairie
Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the Upper Midwest? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

John Jonas:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the Upper Midwest, you are able to tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

Tonette Land:

Beside this kind of Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the Upper Midwest in
your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian
Americans in the Upper Midwest because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!

Malcolm Moser:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Prairie Voices: An Oral History of Scandinavian Americans in the
Upper Midwest was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point,



many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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