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The rule of law has vanished in America’s criminal justice system. Prosecutors now decide whom to punish
and how severely. Almost no one accused of a crime will ever face a jury. Inconsistent policing, rampant
plea bargaining, overcrowded courtrooms, and ever more draconian sentencing have produced a gigantic
prison population, with black citizens the primary defendants and victims of crime. In this passionately
argued book, the leading criminal law scholar of his generation looks to history for the roots of these
problems?and for their solutions.

The Collapse of American Criminal Justice takes us deep into the dramatic history of American crime?bar
fights in nineteenth-century Chicago, New Orleans bordellos, Prohibition, and decades of murderous
lynching. Digging into these crimes and the strategies that attempted to control them, Stuntz reveals the costs
of abandoning local democratic control. The system has become more centralized, with state legislators and
federal judges given increasing power. The liberal Warren Supreme Court’s emphasis on procedures, not
equity, joined hands with conservative insistence on severe punishment to create a system that is both harsh
and ineffective.

What would get us out of this Kafkaesque world? More trials with local juries; laws that accurately define
what prosecutors seek to punish; and an equal protection guarantee like the one that died in the 1870s, to
make prosecution and punishment less discriminatory. Above all, Stuntz eloquently argues, Americans need
to remember again that criminal punishment is a necessary but terrible tool, to use effectively, and sparingly.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Collapse of American Criminal Justice. Try to face the book
The Collapse of American Criminal Justice as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So
, we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jon Gonzalez:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Collapse of American Criminal Justice book is readable by simply you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected
with The Collapse of American Criminal Justice content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking The Collapse of American Criminal Justice is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Lori Gravitt:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time
to be go through. The Collapse of American Criminal Justice can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by a person who have those short time problems.

Lisa Martin:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Collapse of American Criminal Justice this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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