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I feel no small reluctance in venturing to give to the public a work of the character of that indicated by the
title-page to the present volume; for, difficult as it must always be to render satisfactorily into one’s own
tongue the writings of the bards of other lands, the responsibility assumed by the translator is immeasurably
increased when he attempts to transfer the thoughts of those great men, who have lived for all the world and
for all ages, from the language in which they were originally clothed, to one to which they may as yet have
been strangers. Preeminently is this the case with Goethe, the most masterly of all the master minds of
modern times, whose name is already inscribed on the tablets of immortality, and whose fame already
extends over the earth, although as yet only in its infancy. Scarcely have two decades passed away since he
ceased to dwell among men, yet he now stands before us, not as a mere individual, like those whom the
world is wont to call great, but as a type, as an emblem—the recognised emblem and representative of the
human mind in its present stage of culture and advancement. Among the infinitely varied effusions of
Goethe’s pen, perhaps there are none which are of as general interest as his Poems, which breathe the very
spirit of Nature, and embody the real music of the feelings. In Germany, they are universally known, and are
considered as the most delightful of his works. Yet in this country, this kindred country, sprung from the
same stem, and so strongly resembling her sister in so many points, they are nearly unknown. Almost the
only poetical work of the greatest Poet that the world has seen for ages, that is really and generally read in
England, is Faust, the translations of which are almost endless; while no single person has as yet appeared to
attempt to give, in an English dress, in any collective or systematic manner, those smaller productions of the
genius of Goethe which it is the object of the present volume to lay before the reader, whose indulgence is
requested for its many imperfections. In addition to the beauty of the language in which the Poet has given
utterance to his thoughts, there is a depth of meaning in those thoughts which is not easily discoverable at
first sight, and the translator incurs great risk of overlooking it, and of giving a prosaic effect to that which in
the original contains the very essence of poetry. It is probably this difficulty that has deterred others from
undertaking the task I have set myself, and in which I do not pretend to do more than attempt to give an idea
of the minstrelsy of one so unrivalled, by as truthful an interpretation of it as lies in my power.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Johnson:

Here thing why this kind of The Poems of Goethe: Translated in the Original Metres are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. The Poems of Goethe: Translated in the Original Metres giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Poems of Goethe: Translated in the Original Metres. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Poems of Goethe: Translated in
the Original Metres in e-book can be your choice.

Josephine Weeks:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Poems of Goethe: Translated in the Original Metres can be great book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Douglas Brim:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Poems of Goethe: Translated in
the Original Metres is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Harold Young:

Beside this kind of The Poems of Goethe: Translated in the Original Metres in your phone, it might give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The Poems of Goethe: Translated in the Original Metres because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read
it from right now!
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