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From dust jacket notes: "...Here, Rudofsky displays his genius for seeing and explaining the meaning of
vernacular architecture - the dwelling, fortifications, tombs, monuments, and countless other adaptations that
constitute the global legacy of untutored men both ordinary and extraordinary: the 'prodigious builders.' The
author's discussions range from China's floating villages to the cultural significance of doors and windows in
various parts of the world; from a Polish salt mine so vast as to be a self-contained community complete with
churches, restaurants, and a narrow-gauge railway, to the African Dogon's 'Big House,' whose parts
collectively symbolize a man procreating; from the ingenious pre-technological alternatives to air-
conditioning, to giant observation kites. In each case Rudofsky brings to his subject a singular blend of
erudition, wit, and insight that makes the exotic seem logical and the commonplace bizarre....Rudofsky's
cogent arguments are amply documented with over 100 of his unparalleled photographs, in addition to many
more rare engravings and other illustrations. The total effect is to expand far beyond dictionary definitions
our concepts of both architecture and the human spirit."
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Rocha:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Prodigious Builders: notes toward a natural history of architecture with special regard to those species that
are traditionally neglected or downright ignorant, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Michelle Jarvis:

Often the book The Prodigious Builders: notes toward a natural history of architecture with special regard to
those species that are traditionally neglected or downright ignorant has a lot details on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Anthony Davidson:

This The Prodigious Builders: notes toward a natural history of architecture with special regard to those
species that are traditionally neglected or downright ignorant is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
The Prodigious Builders: notes toward a natural history of architecture with special regard to those species
that are traditionally neglected or downright ignorant in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute
right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt that will?

Margaret Conley:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there



but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this The Prodigious Builders: notes toward a natural history of architecture with special regard to those
species that are traditionally neglected or downright ignorant can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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