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Eighteenth-century Europe witnessed a commercialization of culture as it became less courtly and more
urban. The marketing of culture became separate from the production of culture. New cultural entrepreneurs
entered the stage: the impresario, the publisher, the book seller, the art dealer, the auction house, and the
reading society served as middlemen between producers and consumers of culture, and constituted at the
same time the beginning of a cultural service sector. Cultural consumption also played a substantial role in
creating social identity. One could demonstrate social status by attending an auction, watching a play, or
listening to a concert. Moreover, and eventually more significant, one could demonstrate connoisseurship
and taste, which became important indicators of social standing. The centres of cultural exchange and
consumption were initially the great cities of Europe. In the course of the eighteenth century, however,
cultural consumption penetrated much deeper, for example into the numerous residential and university
towns in Germany, where a growing number of functional elites and burghers met in coffee houses and
reading societies, attended the theatre and opera, and performed orchestral and chamber music together.
Journals, novels and letters were also crucial in forming consumer culture in provincial Germany: as the
German states were remote from the cultural life of England and France, the material reality of London and
Paris often passed as a literary construction to Germany. It is against this background, and stimulated by the
research of John Brewer on England, that the book systematically explores this field for the first time in
regard to the Continent, and especially to eighteenth-century Germany. Michael North focuses, chapter by
chapter, on the new forms of entertainment (concerts, theatre, opera, reading societies, travelling) on the one
hand and on the new material culture (fashion, gardens, country houses, furniture) on the other. At the centre
of the discussion is the reception of English culture on the Continent, and the competition between English
and French fashions in the homes of German elites and burghers attracts special attention. The book closes
with an investigation of the role of cultural consumption for identity formation, demonstrating the integration
of Germany into a European cultural identity during the eighteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Sands:

The reserve with title 'Material Delight and the Joy of Living': Cultural Consumption in the Age of
Enlightenment in Germany contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Typically the book 'Material Delight and the Joy of Living': Cultural Consumption in the Age of
Enlightenment in Germany has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Cheryl Fisher:

'Material Delight and the Joy of Living': Cultural Consumption in the Age of Enlightenment in Germany can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing 'Material Delight and the Joy of Living': Cultural Consumption in the Age of
Enlightenment in Germany however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Jennifer Chambers:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book 'Material Delight and the Joy of
Living': Cultural Consumption in the Age of Enlightenment in Germany to make your reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve 'Material Delight and the Joy
of Living': Cultural Consumption in the Age of Enlightenment in Germany can to be your friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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