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One of the most momentous stories of the last century is China’s rise from a self-satisfied, anti-modern,
decaying society into a global power that promises to one day rival the United States. Chiang Kai-shek, an
autocratic, larger-than-life figure, dominates this story. A modernist as well as a neo-Confucianist, Chiang
was a man of war who led the most ancient and populous country in the world through a quarter century of
bloody revolutions, civil conflict, and wars of resistance against Japanese aggression.

In 1949, when he was defeated by Mao Zedong—his archrival for leadership of China—he fled to Taiwan,
where he ruled for another twenty-five years. Playing a key role in the cold war with China, Chiang
suppressed opposition with his “white terror,” controlled inflation and corruption, carried out land reform,
and raised personal income, health, and educational levels on the island. Consciously or not, he set the stage
for Taiwan’s evolution of a Chinese model of democratic modernization.

Drawing heavily on Chinese sources including Chiang’s diaries, The Generalissimo provides the most lively,
sweeping, and objective biography yet of a man whose length of uninterrupted, active engagement at the
highest levels in the march of history is excelled by few, if any, in modern history. Jay Taylor shows a man
who was exceedingly ruthless and temperamental but who was also courageous and conscientious in matters
of state. Revealing fascinating aspects of Chiang’s life, Taylor provides penetrating insight into the dynamics
of the past that lie behind the struggle for modernity of mainland China and its relationship with Taiwan.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

This book untitled The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap Press)
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it through online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Fred Dean:

The publication untitled The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap
Press) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek
and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap Press) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Glenda Rizzo:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book The
Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-shek and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap Press). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.

Shalon Fisk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Generalissimo: Chiang Kai-
shek and the Struggle for Modern China (Belknap Press).
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