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Heinrich Schenker's The Art of Performance shows this great music theorist in a new light. While his
theoretical writings helped transform music theory in the twentieth century, this book draws on his
experience as a musician and teacher to propose a sharp reevaluation of how musical compositions are
realized in performance. Filled with concrete examples and numerous suggestions, the book will interest
both music theorists and practicing performers.

Schenker's approach is based on his argument that much of contemporary performance practice is rooted in
the nineteenth-century cult of the virtuoso, which has resulted in an overemphasis on technical display. To
counter this, he proposes specific ways to reconnect the composer's intentions and the musician's
performance.

Schenker begins by showing how performers can benefit from understanding the laws of composition. He
demonstrates how a literal interpretation of the composer's indications can be self-defeating, and he provides
a lively discussion of piano technique, including suggestions for pedal, sound color, orchestral effects, and
balance. He devotes separate chapters to non-legato, legato, fingering, dynamics, tempo, and rests. In
addition to the examples for pianists, Schenker covers a number of topics, such as bowing technique, that
will prove invaluable for other instrumentalists and for conductors. The book concludes with an aphoristic
and sometimes lyrical chapter on practicing.

After Schenker's death, his student Oswald Jonas prepared the text for publication from Schenker's notes,
eventually leaving the manuscript to his stepdaughter, Irene Schreier Scott, who entrusted the work of
organizing and editing the disparate material to Jonas's friend and student Heribert Esser. She later translated
it into English. This edition is the first publication in any language of this remarkable work.
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From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Art of Performance. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book The Art of Performance. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Elizabeth Blake:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Art of Performance is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Allen Yopp:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The Art of Performance this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he
makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Jesus Geist:

This The Art of Performance is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having bit of digest in reading this The Art of Performance can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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