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During the Allied victory celebrations there were few who chose to raise a glass to the staff. The high cost of
casualties endured by the British army tarnished the reputation of the military planners, which has yet to
recover. This book examines the work and development of the staff of the British army during the First
World War and its critical role in the military leadership team. Their effectiveness was germane to the
outcome of events in the front line but not enough consideration has been paid to this level of command and
control, which has largely been overshadowed by the debate over generalship. This has painted an
incomplete picture of the command function. Characterised as arrogant, remote and out of touch with the
realities of the front line, the staff have been held responsible for the mismanagement of the war effort and
profligate loss of lives in futile offensives. This book takes a different view. By using their letters and diaries
it reveals fresh insights into their experience of the war. It shows that the staff made frequent visits to the
front line and were no strangers to combat or hostile fire. Their work is also compared with their counterparts
in the French and German armies, highlighting differences in practice and approach. In so doing, this study
throws new light upon the characteristics, careers and working lives of these officers, investigating the ways
in which they both embraced and resisted change. This offers evidence both for those who wish to exonerate
the British command system on the basis of the learning process but also for those critical of its performance,
thus advancing understanding of British military history in the First World War.
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From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

Typically the book The Men Who Planned the War: A Study of the Staff of the British Army on the Western
Front, 1914-1918 (Ashgate Studies in First World War History) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Arthur Freeman:

This The Men Who Planned the War: A Study of the Staff of the British Army on the Western Front, 1914-
1918 (Ashgate Studies in First World War History) is great book for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
The Men Who Planned the War: A Study of the Staff of the British Army on the Western Front, 1914-1918
(Ashgate Studies in First World War History) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right
but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt that?

Jamie Harper:

Beside that The Men Who Planned the War: A Study of the Staff of the British Army on the Western Front,
1914-1918 (Ashgate Studies in First World War History) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
The Men Who Planned the War: A Study of the Staff of the British Army on the Western Front, 1914-1918
(Ashgate Studies in First World War History) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from now!

Sylvia Ferland:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Men Who Planned the War: A
Study of the Staff of the British Army on the Western Front, 1914-1918 (Ashgate Studies in First World War
History) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending



your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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