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Braund presents the only annotated edition of Bernard Romans's rare and valuable 18th-century
account of his observations in the southeastern United States.

Bernard Romans's A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida, William Bartram's Travels, and
James Adair's History of the American Indian are the three most significant accounts of the southeastern
United States published during the late 18th century. This new edition of Romans's Concise Natural History,
edited by historian Kathryn Braund, provides the first fully annotated edition of this early and rare
description of both the European settled areas and the adjoining Indian lands in what are now the states of
Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.

Romans's purpose in producing his Concise Natural History was twofold: to aid navigators and shippers by
detailing the sailing passages of the region and to promote trade and settlement in the region. To those ends,
he provided detailed scientific observations on the natural history of the area, a summary of the region's
political history, and an assessment of the potential for economic growth in the Floridas based on the area's
natural resources.

A trained surveyor and cartographer and a self-taught naturalist, Romans supplied detailed descriptions of
the region's topography and environment, including information about the climate and weather patterns,
plants, animals, and diseases. He provided information about the state of scientific inquiry in the South and
touched on many of the most important intellectual arguments of the day, such as the origin of the races, the
practice of slavery, and the benefits and drawbacks of monopoly on trade.

In addition, Concise Natural History can be placed firmly in the genre of colonial promotional literature.
Romans's book was an enthusiastic guide aimed at those seeking to establish modest holdings in the region:

"What a field is open here! . . . No country ever had such inexhaustible resources; no empire had ever half so
many advantages combining in its behalf!" Romans explained how settlers should travel to the area, what
they would need in terms of provisions and tools, and what it would cost to have their land surveyed. In
addition to providing an abundance of practical advice, Romans also offered information about the history of
earlier settlements, including the earliest and most complete account of New Smyrna near St. Augustine.

Romans also presented unique information about the various Indian tribes he encountered. In fact, historians
agree that among the most useful portions of the book are Romans's descriptions of the largest Indian tribes
in the 18th-century Southeast: the Creeks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws. Romans's account of the diet of the
Creeks and Choctaws is one of the most complete available. And his description of the location of Choctaw
village sites is one of the best sources for this information.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida.

Mildred Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida, you can tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Thomas Carlson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A Concise Natural History of East
and West Florida that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you may pick A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida become your personal starter.

Kathy Donnelly:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be go through. A Concise Natural History of East and West Florida can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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