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"Young's linkage between critical race theory, historical inquiry, and performance studies is a necessary
intersection. Innovative, creative, and provocative."
---Davarian Baldwin, Paul E. Raether Distinguished Professor of American Studies, Trinity College

In 1901, George Ward, a lynching victim, was attacked, murdered, and dismembered by a mob of white men,
women, and children. As his lifeless body burned in a fire, enterprising white youth cut off his toes and,
later, his fingers and sold them as souvenirs. In Embodying Black Experience, Harvey Young masterfully
blends biography, archival history, performance theory, and phenomenology to relay the experiences of
black men and women who, like Ward, were profoundly affected by the spectacular intrusion of racial
violence within their lives. Looking back over the past two hundred years---from the exhibition of boxer
Tom Molineaux and Saartjie Baartman (the "Hottentot Venus") in 1810 to twenty-first century experiences
of racial profiling and incarceration---Young chronicles a set of black experiences, or what he calls,
"phenomenal blackness," that developed not only from the experience of abuse but also from a variety of
performances of resistance that were devised to respond to the highly predictable and anticipated arrival of
racial violence within a person's lifetime.

Embodying Black Experience pinpoints selected artistic and athletic performances---photography, boxing,
theater/performance art, and museum display---as portals through which to gain access to the lived
experiences of a variety of individuals. The photographs of Joseph Zealy, Richard Roberts, and Walker
Evans; the boxing performances of Jack Johnson, Joe Louis, and Muhammad Ali; the plays of Suzan-Lori
Parks, Robbie McCauley, and Dael Orlandersmith; and the tragic performances of Bootjack McDaniels and
James Cameron offer insight into the lives of black folk across two centuries and the ways that black artists,
performers, and athletes challenged the racist (and racializing) assumptions of the societies in which they
lived.

Blending humanistic and social science perspectives, Embodying Black Experience explains the ways in
which societal ideas of "the black body," an imagined myth of blackness, get projected across the bodies of
actual black folk and, in turn, render them targets of abuse. However, the emphasis on the performances of
select artists and athletes also spotlights moments of resistance and, indeed, strength within these most
harrowing settings.

Harvey Young is Associate Professor of Theatre, Performance Studies, and Radio/Television/Film at
Northwestern University.

A volume in the series Theater: Theory/Text/Performance
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Embodying Black Experience: Stillness, Critical
Memory, and the Black Body (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Embodying Black
Experience: Stillness, Critical Memory, and the Black Body (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance). You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or
even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Manuel Rodriguez:

The guide untitled Embodying Black Experience: Stillness, Critical Memory, and the Black Body (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Embodying Black Experience: Stillness, Critical Memory, and the Black Body (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Gregory Howard:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Embodying Black Experience: Stillness, Critical Memory, and the Black Body (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with this book Embodying Black Experience: Stillness, Critical
Memory, and the Black Body (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance). You can more attractive than now.

Jeffrey Peak:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Embodying Black Experience: Stillness, Critical
Memory, and the Black Body (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) to make your own reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial



opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Embodying Black
Experience: Stillness, Critical Memory, and the Black Body (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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