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Favorite African Folktales is a cause for celebration, landmark work that gathers in one volume many
of Africa's most cherished folktales.

Mandela, a Nobel Laureate for Peace, has selected these thirty-two tales with the specific hope that Africa's
oldest stories, as well as a few new ones, be perpetuated by future generations and be appreciated by children
throughout the world. In these "beloved stories, morsels rich with the gritty essence of Africa," we meet,
among many others, a Kenyan lion named Simba, a snake with seven heads and a trickster from Zulu
folklore; we hear the voices of the scheming hyena and learn from a Khoi fable how animals acquired their
tails and horns. Several creation myths tell us how the land, its animals, and its people all came into
existence under a punishing sun or against the backdrop of a spectacularly beautiful mountain landscape.
Whether warning children about the dangers of disobedience or demonstrating that the underdog can--and
often does--win, these stories, through their depiction of wise animals as well as evil monsters, are "universal
in their portrayal of humanity, beasts, and the mystical."

What is particularly exciting about this book is that many of the stories, in their oral form, are almost as old
as Africa itself. Most of them were, in fact, first told in various African tongues around evening fires in
centuries past--tales from, for example, the San and the Khoi, the original hunter-gatherers and livestock
herders of Southern Africa. Translated into English and other European languages chiefly in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries from their original languages--be they Karanga, Nguni, Xhosa, or one of many
others--these folktales are a testament to the craft of storytelling and the power of myth. Accompanied by
dozens of enchanting, specially commissioned color paintings, Favorite African Folktales--culled from
African countries as far-flung as Morocco, Nigeria, Uganda, and Kenya--presents a fountain of precious
knowledge that will be treasured by children, as well as adults, for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Favorite African Folktales will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Ann Strickland:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Favorite African
Folktales book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jacob Hill:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Favorite African Folktales your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve
then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Favorite
African Folktales giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Robert Fox:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Favorite African Folktales e-book written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Favorite African Folktales as good book not just by
the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so
do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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