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This book takes an in-depth look into recent developments in European social democracy. It begins by
highlighting the somewhat paradoxical turn by a number of social democratic parties towards enhanced
support for European integration, a move that has occurred despite the apparently ‘neoliberal’ direction of
much of EU policy-output.

A critical realist method is adopted, informed by both Marxist and anarchist critiques of social democratic
parties, to argue that we can view this paradoxical development as resulting from the inherently unstable
representation of constituents’ demands for decommodification, a process central to traditional social
democratic parties. In making this argument, the book traces the transformation from ‘traditional’ to ‘new’
(or ‘third way’) social democratic parties in the UK, Sweden, France, Italy and Spain. It also outlines some
of the most important developments in social democratic policy-making at the European level. The book
therefore provides an in-depth, theoretically-original, analytical narrative of the key empirical developments
to affect contemporary social democratic parties in recent years. In highlighting some of the contradictions
inherent to both ‘traditional’ and ‘new’ social democratic parties, the book does much to suggest some of the
reasons for their continued decline over the past three decades.

David Bailey completed his PhD at the London School of Economics, and currently teaches at the
University of Birmingham. His research focuses on social democratic parties and European integration. He
has published articles in the Journal of Common Market Studies, and Comparative European Politics.
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

In other case, little people like to read book The Political Economy of European Social Democracy: A
Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions). You can choose the best book if you like reading
a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Political Economy of European Social
Democracy: A Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions). You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kevin Jakubowski:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Political Economy of European
Social Democracy: A Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions) book since this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Eliseo Watkins:

This The Political Economy of European Social Democracy: A Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism:
Interventions) are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The
Political Economy of European Social Democracy: A Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism:
Interventions) can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this The Political Economy of European Social Democracy: A Critical
Realist Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Micah Best:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of many books in the top listing in your reading list is usually The Political Economy of European



Social Democracy: A Critical Realist Approach (Critical Realism: Interventions). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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