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Together with the highs and lows of the Games themselves, this illustrated chronicle includes the recreation
of the Olympic Games by Pierre de Coubertin and the often tempestuous and controversial fortunes of the
governing body—including three successive boycotts and the Salt Lake City scandal of 1998. It also tells the
story of the historic competitors—from Spyridon Louis (the inaugural Marathon winner) and such heroes as
Jim Thorpe, Paavo Nurmi, Sonja Heine, Jesse Owens, Greg Louganis, and Carl Lewis, to more recent medal
winners, including Steve Redgrave and Kathy Freeman. The twin evolutions of the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and the world's greatest sports festival unfold in alternate chapters, each of which begins
with a personal reminiscence by either a famous champion or a notable IOC figure. Detailed background is
provided on the many crises—the Nazi Games of 1936, the massacre at Mexico City in 1968, the Israeli
slaughter by terrorists in 1972, the boycotts, the new commercialism from 1984 onwards, the advent of
professionals from 1988, and the ongoing threat of drug abuse. Included is how the credibility of the Games
and of the IOC was rescued by the glory of Sydney 2000, and how the sporting world anticipated the Games'
return in 2004 to the country of their ancient origins.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Official History of the Olympic
Games and the IOC: From Athens to Beijing, 1894–2008 (Official History of the Olympic Games & the Ioc)
can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Michael Marx:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This e-book The Official History of the Olympic Games and the IOC: From
Athens to Beijing, 1894–2008 (Official History of the Olympic Games & the Ioc) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Sebrina Knapp:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book The Official History of the Olympic Games and the IOC: From Athens to Beijing, 1894–2008 (Official
History of the Olympic Games & the Ioc). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Darren Reid:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Official History of the Olympic Games and the IOC: From Athens to Beijing,
1894–2008 (Official History of the Olympic Games & the Ioc) we can consider more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The Official
History of the Olympic Games and the IOC: From Athens to Beijing, 1894–2008 (Official History of the
Olympic Games & the Ioc). You can more pleasing than now.
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