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The framers of the Constitution chose their words carefully when they wrote of a more perfect union--not
absolutely perfect, but with room for improvement. Indeed, we no longer operate under the same
Constitution as that ratified in 1788, or even the one completed by the Bill of Rights in 1791--because we are
no longer the same nation.

In The Revolutionary Constitution, David J. Bodenhamer provides a comprehensive new look at America's
basic law, integrating the latest legal scholarship with historical context to highlight how it has evolved over
time. The Constitution, he notes, was the product of the first modern revolution, and revolutions are, by
definition, moments when the past shifts toward an unfamiliar future, one radically different from what was
foreseen only a brief time earlier. In seeking to balance power and liberty, the framers established a structure
that would allow future generations to continually readjust the scale. Bodenhamer explores this dynamic
through seven major constitutional themes: federalism, balance of powers, property, representation, equality,
rights, and security. With each, he takes a historical approach, following their changes over time. For
example, the framers wrote multiple protections for property rights into the Constitution in response to
actions by state governments after the Revolution. But twentieth-century courts--and Congress--redefined
property rights through measures such as zoning and the designation of historical landmarks (diminishing
their commercial value) in response to the needs of a modern economy. The framers anticipated just such a
future reworking of their own compromises between liberty and power.

With up-to-the-minute legal expertise and a broad grasp of the social and political context, this book is a tour
de force of Constitutional history and analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Cleveland:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible The Revolutionary
Constitution? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Steven Bourg:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Revolutionary Constitution as the daily resource
information.

Duane Vega:

This The Revolutionary Constitution is great publication for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Revolutionary Constitution in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Courtney Osteen:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is The Revolutionary Constitution. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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