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The Spirit of Laws is one of the most influential books of all time. This masterpiece of political philosophy
was widely read throughout Europe, attracted an especially enthusiastic readership in England, and had a
profound effect on the framers of the American Constitution. Montesquieu (1689-1755), already famous and
controversial through his Persian Letters, a work of his youth in which he humorously satirized the foibles of
French society, turned in his later years to this serious treatise on the nature of law. But though the subject
itself was profound, this gravitas did not inhibit the famous Montesquieu wit. Master of the pithy bon mot, he
managed to survey a great deal of political and philosophical territory while keeping his readers charmed
with memorable and artfully turned phrases. "Liberty," he says, "consists in the ability to do what one ought
to desire and in not being forced to do what one ought not to desire." Concerning the unpopularity of the
English in France, he says it is due to their arrogance, which is such that even in peace "they seem to
negotiate with none but enemies."

The scope of this masterful work is truly prodigious. Montesquieu explores the essentials of good
government; compares and contrasts despotism, monarchy, and democracy; and discusses the factors that
lead to corruption of governments. Among the many other topics considered are education of the citizenry,
crime and punishment, abuse of power and of liberty, individual rights, taxation, slavery, the role of women,
the influence of climate on the temper of a people and their form of government, commerce, religion, and a
host of additional subjects.

The Spirit of Laws is essential and genuinely enjoyable reading for anyone interested in the development of
democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Ratliff:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Spirit of Laws
(Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

John Harrison:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Spirit of
Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus))is the one of
several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Norma Harrell:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)).

Kimberly Dyer:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues
(Prometheus)) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation
about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it.
Beside that the publication The Spirit of Laws (Contemporary Issues (Prometheus)) can to be your brand
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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