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At the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth centuries, a gradual shift occurred in the ways in
which European governments managed their populations. In the Russian Empire, this transformation in
governance meant that Jews could no longer remain a people apart. The identification of Jews by passports,
vital statistics records, and censuses was tied to the growth and development of government institutions, the
creation of elaborate record-keeping procedures, and the universalistic challenge of documenting
populations.

In Jews and the Imperial State, Eugene M. Avrutin argues that the challenge of knowing who was Jewish
and where Jews were, evolved from the everyday administrative concerns of managing territorial movement,
ethnic diversity, and the maze of rights, special privileges, and temporary exemptions that composed the
imperial legal code. Drawing on a wealth of previously unexplored archival materials, Avrutin tells the story
of how one imperial population, the Jews, shaped the world in which they lived by negotiating with what
were often perceived to be contradictory and highly restrictive laws and institutions.

Although scholars have long interpreted imperial policies toward Jews in essentially negative terms, this
groundbreaking book shifts the focus by analyzing what the law made possible. Some Jews responded to the
system of government by circumventing legal statutes, others by bribing, converting, or resorting to various
forms of manipulations, and still others by appealing to the state with individual grievances and requests.
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From reader reviews:

William Emmer:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Jews and the Imperial State:
Identification Politics in Tsarist Russia book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Arlene Wilson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be Jews and the Imperial State: Identification Politics in Tsarist Russia why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Charlie Hartman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Jews and the Imperial State: Identification Politics in Tsarist Russia can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short time problems.

Kelly Mays:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Jews and the Imperial State: Identification Politics in Tsarist Russia this
guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited
all of you.
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