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"I could have been a contender, I could have been somebody." So speaks the haunted former boxer Terry
Malloy (Marlon Brando) to his brother Charley (Rod Steiger) in a scene from On the Waterfront (Elia
Kazan, 1954) that is one of the most famous in all cinema. Set among unionised New York longshoremen,
Kazan's film (from a screenplay by Budd Schulberg) recounts Terry's struggle against corruption and his
ultimate, hard-won victory. The marvellous performances of Brando, Steiger and Eva Marie Saint (as well as
Karl Malden and Lee J. Cobb), Boris Kaufman's photography and Leonard Bernstein's score all justify the
film's fame. But On the Waterfront is also notorious, regarded by many as an attempt at justifying the
decision on the part of Kazan (and Schulberg) to name names before the House UnAmerican Activities
Committee. That controversial decision is still incendiary today (as was evidenced in the furore that
surrounded Kazan's Academy Award for Lifetime Achievement in 1999). With Kazan's death in 2003 and
Brando's in 2004, a reappraisalof On the Waterfront is timely and necessary. In this definitive study, Leo
Braudy tells the complicated story of the film's production. He revisits the facts behind the controversy of
Kazan's testimony but, above all, he analyses the elements which contribute to the enduring appeal of On the
Waterfront: the Method-inspired acting, the music and cinematography, the use of authentic locations and its
powerfully symbolic depiction of post-war American values.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Moreno:

The book On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book On the Waterfront (BFI Film
Classics) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open
and read a e-book On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

William Murphy:

This On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) can be one of the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone
with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this On the
Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Pamela Watkins:

This On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) is great publication for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having On the
Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

James Floyd:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is On the Waterfront (BFI Film Classics) this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some



investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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