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More than 5,000 North Carolina slaves escaped from their white owners to serve in the Union army during
the Civil War. In Freedom for Themselves Richard Reid explores the stories of black soldiers from four
regiments raised in North Carolina. Constructing a multidimensional portrait of the soldiers and their
families, he provides a new understanding of the spectrum of black experience during and after the war.

Reid examines the processes by which black men enlisted and were trained, the history of each regiment, the
lives of the soldiers' families during the war, and the postwar experiences of the veterans and their families
living in an ex-Confederate state. By considering four regiments from a single state, Reid presents a cross
section of a wide range of experiences and assesses what experiences proved largely universal among black
troops. The full freedom they fought for and dreamed of having when the war ended did not materialize in
their lifetimes, but Reid shows that many of them found in the army a kind of equality that was denied them
in civilian life. The postwar benefits afforded to white veterans seldom crossed the color line. The accolades
African American soldiers received, Reid demonstrates, came not from a new southern society, but from
within their own communities, where black soldiers were seen and recognized as heroes.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Olden:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Freedom for Themselves: North Carolina's Black
Soldiers in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) was making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Freedom for Themselves:
North Carolina's Black Soldiers in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) is not only giving you far more
new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Freedom for Themselves: North Carolina's
Black Soldiers in the Civil War Era (Civil War America). You never feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Crystal Sanchez:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Freedom for Themselves: North
Carolina's Black Soldiers in the Civil War Era (Civil War America) is kind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Carol Johnson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. Freedom for Themselves: North Carolina's Black Soldiers in the Civil War Era (Civil War America)
can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Dan Flood:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Freedom for Themselves: North Carolina's Black Soldiers in the Civil War Era
(Civil War America) when you essential it?
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