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Anne Bradstreet, the first true poet in the American colonies, wrote at a time and in a place where any
literary creation was rare and difficult and that of a woman more unusual still. Born in England and brought
up in the household of the Earl of Lincoln where her father, Thomas Dudley, was steward, Anne Bradstreet
sailed to Massachusetts Bay in 1630, shortly after her marriage at sixteen to Simon Bradstreet. For the next
forty years she lived in the New England wilderness, raising a family of eight, combating sickness and
hardship, and writing the verse that made her, as the poet Adrienne Rich says in her Foreword to this edition,
"the first non-didactic American poet, the first to give an embodiment to American nature, the first in whom
personal intention appears to precede Puritan dogma as an impulse to verse."

All Anne Bradstreet's extant poetry and prose is published here with modernized spelling and punctuation.
This volume reproduces the second edition of Several Poems, brought out in Boston in 1678, as well as the
contents of a manuscript first printed in 1857. Adrienne Rich's Foreword offers a sensitive and illuminating
critique of Anne Bradstreet both as a person and as a writer, and the Introduction, scholarly notes, and
appendices by Jeannine Hensley make this an authoritative edition.

Adrienne Rich observes, "Intellectual intensity among women gave cause for uneasiness" at this period--a
fact borne out by the lines in the Prologue to the early poems: "I am obnoxious to each carping tongue/ Who
says my hand a needle better fits." The broad scope of Anne Bradstreet's own learning and reading is most
evident in the literary and historical allusions of The Tenth Muse, the first edition of her poems, published in
London in 1650. Her later verse and her prose meditations strike a more personal note, however, and reveal
both a passionate religious sense and a depth of feeling for her husband, her children, the fears and
disappointments she constantly faced, and the consoling power of nature. Imbued with a Puritan striving to
turn all events to the glory of God, these writings bear the mark of a woman of strong spirit, charm, delicacy,
and wit: in their intimate and meditative quality Anne Bradstreet is established as a poet of sensibility and
permanent stature.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sanchez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Works of
Anne Bradstreet (John Harvard Library) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Works of Anne Bradstreet (John Harvard Library)is the main
one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Lily Pawlak:

The reserve untitled The Works of Anne Bradstreet (John Harvard Library) is the reserve that recommended
to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Works of Anne Bradstreet (John Harvard Library) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Allen Schlemmer:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Works of Anne Bradstreet (John Harvard Library)
can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Colleen Edwards:

The book untitled The Works of Anne Bradstreet (John Harvard Library) contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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