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Beachy Head is a bit of quintessential England–a seaside promontory where green pastures roll to the edge of
chalk cliffs, a place of sheep and wind and ineffable beauty. But it is also a major landmark on the map of
self-inflicted death. Since 1965, some five hundred people have ended their lives by jumping or driving or
simply walking off the 535-foot cliffs, making Beachy Head one of the most popular suicide spots in the
world. And still they come, every week another one or two–the young and the old, the terminally ill and the
vigorously healthy, the bereft, the insane, the despairing. Why here? Why so many? One chilly English
spring, American writer and teacher Tom Hunt left his home and family and journeyed to this bucolic
landscape to find out.
In a narrative that seamlessly weaves together personal memoir, history, travelogue, and investigative
journalism, Hunt recounts a season of disturbing revelations (including that Princess Diana allegedly came
here intending to jump). Still reeling from a suicide in his own family, Hunt arrives in England obsessed with
Beachy Head’s grisly mystique, yet utterly unsure of what he would discover.
Gradually, with typical English reserve, the people who haunt this extraordinary place release their secrets.
Servers in the local tavern–known among residents as the Last Stop Pub–whisper about their encounters with
hollow-eyed men and women in their final hours. The celebrated local witch asserts his belief that the place
was once used for human sacrifice. The kindly coroner provides access to suicide notes, photographs, and the
Sudden Death file. “It’s a very cold solution,” confides a wheelchair-bound ex-hippie who miraculously
survived his own jump.
In the course of wrenching interviews with bereft family members, watchful taxi drivers, and brave rescue
workers, it dawns on Hunt that in each of us is a will to die every bit as tenacious and unyielding as the
desire to live–and that Beachy Head stiffens and heightens this death wish. It’s a stage that all but begs to be
leapt from. A work of terrible sadness and harrowing revelations, Cliffs of Despair is the account of an
unforgettable journey to a place where beauty and death collide.
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From reader reviews:

Joann Hamilton:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Cliffs of Despair: A Journey to the
Edge to read.

Billy Benitez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is
this Cliffs of Despair: A Journey to the Edge.

Anna Brooks:

The publication with title Cliffs of Despair: A Journey to the Edge contains a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ann Mickey:

Exactly why? Because this Cliffs of Despair: A Journey to the Edge is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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