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Unlike other Asian countries liberated from Japanese rule by the United States, postwar South Korea was
occupied by American military forces until 1948. As a result, its postwar history was profoundly influenced
by the Cold War. It is often believed that the United States encouraged, but failed to bring about, the
normalization of relations between Japan and the Republic of Korea (ROK). How actively did the United
States work to resolve outstanding issues between the two countries? How much importance did it attach to
the normalization of relations, particularly in the context of the escalation of the Korean war? These and
many other important questions are addressed in Sung-hwa Cheong's important new work.

Cheong examines the principal disputes between Japan and South Korea from 1945 to 1952. He argues that
as an autonomous force popular anti-Japanese sentiment in Korea did not play a major role in preventing
normalization of relations between the two nations. Rather, the diplomatic deadlock was caused by the
political posturing of President Syngman Rhee, who manipulated popular anti-Japanese feelings in order to
stabilize his regime. The book also addresses how such diplomatic issues as the fishery dispute, financial
claims, the territorial dispute, and the legal status of Korean residents in Japan emerged as political weapons
in Korea to be manipulated by various political groups to their own advantage. Cheong also evaluates the
extent to which the United States tried to assist the normalization of relations between Japan and the ROK as
part of its own Cold War strategy in the Far East. He examines the American, Japanese, and Korean views
toward the San Francisco Peace Treaty and the first conference on normalization. He argues that at this
juncture, the Americans were interested in disengagement from Korea rather than in actively forging an anti-
Communist alliance between Japan and the ROK. The author concludes that public antagonism toward Japan
only became an obstacle to the normalization of diplomatic relations after Rhee deliberately stimulated anti-
Japanese sentiment as part of a calculated policy that originated in his own political insecurity. This analysis
sheds considerable new light on a shadowy aspect of the history of the Cold War in Asia and is
recommended reading for all scholars and students of the postwar Far East.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Davis:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Politics of Anti-Japanese
Sentiment in Korea: Japanese-South Korean Relations Under American Occupation, 1945-1952
(Contributions to the Study of World History) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or suited book with you?

Donna Eldridge:

The experience that you get from The Politics of Anti-Japanese Sentiment in Korea: Japanese-South Korean
Relations Under American Occupation, 1945-1952 (Contributions to the Study of World History) is a more
deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Politics of Anti-Japanese Sentiment in Korea:
Japanese-South Korean Relations Under American Occupation, 1945-1952 (Contributions to the Study of
World History) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that The Politics of Anti-Japanese Sentiment in Korea: Japanese-South Korean Relations Under
American Occupation, 1945-1952 (Contributions to the Study of World History) instantly.

Ralph Ainsworth:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take The Politics of Anti-Japanese Sentiment in Korea: Japanese-South
Korean Relations Under American Occupation, 1945-1952 (Contributions to the Study of World History) as
your daily resource information.

Shirley Bishop:

Often the book The Politics of Anti-Japanese Sentiment in Korea: Japanese-South Korean Relations Under



American Occupation, 1945-1952 (Contributions to the Study of World History) will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Politics of Anti-Japanese Sentiment in
Korea: Japanese-South Korean Relations Under American Occupation, 1945-1952 (Contributions to the
Study of World History) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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