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In this first book to explore the history of euthanasia worldwide since classical antiquity, distinguished
historian Ian Dowbiggin exposes the many disturbing themes that link present and past in the concept of the
right to die. His deeply informed history traces the controversial record of "mercy killing," a source of heated
debate among doctors and laypeople alike. Dowbiggin examines evolving opinions about what constitutes a
good death, taking into account the societal and religious values placed on sin, suffering, resignation,
judgment, penance, and redemption. He also examines the bitter struggle between those who advocate for the
right to compassionate and effective end-of-life care and those who justify euthanasia by defining human life
in terms of biological criteria, utilitarian standards, a faith in science, humane medical treatment, the
principle of personal autonomy, or individual human rights. The author considers both the influence of
technological and behavioral changes in the practice of medicine and the public's surprising lack of
awareness of death's many clinical and biological dimensions.

Dowbiggin reminds us that the stakes in the struggle are enormously high, with the lives of countless
vulnerable people hanging in the balance. His provocative historical perspective will be indispensable as
patients, families, governments, and the medical community debate when it is time to let go of life. Bound to
spark controversy, this book takes issue with the right-to-die movement over the question of legalizing either
assisted suicide or actual lethal injection (mercy-killing) and raises profound personal and collective
questions on the future of euthanasia.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Szymanski:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this A Concise History of Euthanasia: Life, Death, God, and Medicine
(Critical Issues in World and International History).

Thomas Lemos:

The ability that you get from A Concise History of Euthanasia: Life, Death, God, and Medicine (Critical
Issues in World and International History) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the
words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A
Concise History of Euthanasia: Life, Death, God, and Medicine (Critical Issues in World and International
History) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of A
Concise History of Euthanasia: Life, Death, God, and Medicine (Critical Issues in World and International
History) instantly.

Michael Lucius:

You will get this A Concise History of Euthanasia: Life, Death, God, and Medicine (Critical Issues in World
and International History) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Henry Buford:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and A Concise History of Euthanasia: Life, Death, God, and
Medicine (Critical Issues in World and International History) or others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created



for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science book, any other book likes A Concise History of Euthanasia: Life, Death,
God, and Medicine (Critical Issues in World and International History) to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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