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This "lucid yet lyrical, analytical yet deeply affecting" (Washington Post) memoir of one woman's
immersion in a fascinating, international piano subculture, reminds us that reason can't always
account for what calls to us, but answering that call can lead to life's most profound experiences.  Now
in paperback.

The daughter of a professional musician, Perri Knize was raised in a home saturated in classical music, but it
wasn't until midlife, in the midst of her successful career as an investigative reporter, that she realized she'd
missed her true calling--the piano.  After a year of lessons, she decides to buy a piano of her own and begins
a search for a modestly priced upright.  Inexplicably she cannot be satisfied with any upright she plays, and
instead she falls madly, illogically, in love with a rare German grand she discovers in a New York
showroom.  After a long dalliance, Knize refinances her house to buy this "magic" instrument she dubs
"Marlene," after Dietrich, for its sultry voice. But when Marlene arrives at her home in Montana, the sound
that transfixed her is gone, the tone dead and dull. One piano tuner after another arrives to fix it, but no one
can.

Rather than send the piano back, Knize embarks on a mad quest to restore the instrument to its rightful
sound--and to understand the reason for its elusive power. Putting her investigative skills to work, she falls
down a rabbit hole into a hidden world, discovering a tribe of concert artists, dealers, technicians, composers,
designers, physicists, philosophers, passionate amateurs, and instrument builders--intriguing and eccentric
characters all--whose lives have also been transformed by the spell of a piano. She even hikes into the
Austrian Alps to learn how the special trees used to build her piano are grown and harvested.  With each step
of her journey, Knize draws ever-closer to uncovering the reason her piano's sound vanished, how to get it
back, and the deeper secret of how music leads us to a direct experience of the nature of reality.

Beautifully composed, passionately performed, Grand Obsession is itself a musical masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Morris Whitfield:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey book as
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jeff Wheeler:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Grand
Obsession: A Piano Odyssey.

Brenda Fairfax:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Maxine Whitley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Grand Obsession: A Piano Odyssey as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book
by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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