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From its inception in the nineteenth century, the Wesleyan/Holiness religious tradition has offered an
alternative construction of gender and supported the equality of the sexes. In Holy Boldness, Susie C.
Stanley provides a comprehensive analysis of spiritual autobiographies by thirty-four American
Wesleyan/Holiness women preachers, published between the mid-nineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries.
While a few of these women, primarily African Americans, have been added to the canon of American
women’s autobiography, Stanley argues for the expansion of the canon to incorporate the majority of the
women in her study. She reveals how these empowered women carried out public ministries on behalf of
evangelism and social justice.

The defining doctrine of the Wesleyan/Holiness tradition is the belief in sanctification, or experiencing a
state of holiness. Stanley's analysis illuminates how the concept of the sanctified self inspired women to
break out of the narrow confines of the traditional “women's sphere” and engage in public ministries, from
preaching at camp meetings and revivals to ministering in prisons and tenements. Moreover, as a result of the
Wesleyan/Holiness emphasis on experience as a valid source of theology, many women preachers turned to
autobiography as a way to share their spiritual quest and religiously motivated activities with others.

In such writings, these preachers focused on the events that shaped their spiritual growth and their calling to
ministry, often giving only the barest details of their personal lives. Thus, Holy Boldness is not a collective
biography of these women but rather an exploration of how sanctification influenced their evangelistic and
social ministries. Using the tools of feminist theory and autobiographical analysis in addition to historical
and theological interpretation, Stanley traces a trajectory of Christian women’s autobiographies and
introduces many previously unknown spiritual autobiographies that will expand our understanding of
Christian spirituality in nineteenth- and twentieth-century America.

The Author: Susie C. Stanley is professor of historical theology at Messiah College. She is the author of
Feminist Pillar of Fire: The Life of Alma White.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Starks:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Holy Boldness: Women
Preachers' Autobiographies. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Micheal McDonough:

This Holy Boldness: Women Preachers' Autobiographies book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Holy Boldness: Women Preachers' Autobiographies without we know teach the one
who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Holy Boldness:
Women Preachers' Autobiographies can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Holy
Boldness: Women Preachers' Autobiographies having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Mary Kerr:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This
Holy Boldness: Women Preachers' Autobiographies is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Liza Serrano:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Holy Boldness: Women Preachers' Autobiographies was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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