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Following periods of mass atrocity and oppression, states are faced with a question of critical importance in
the transition to democracy: how to offer redress to victims of the old regime without perpetuating cycles of
revenge. Traditionally, balance has been restored through arrests, trials, and punishment, but in the last three
decades, more than twenty countries have opted to have a truth commission investigate the crimes of the
prior regime and publish a report about the investigation, often incorporating accounts from victims.

Although many praise the work of truth commissions for empowering and healing through words rather than
violence, some condemn the practice as a poor substitute for traditional justice, achieved through trials and
punishment. There has been until now little analysis of the unarticulated claim that underlies the truth
commissions' very existence: that language—in this case narrative stories—can substitute for violence.
Acknowledging revenge as a real and deep human need, Shattered Voices explores the benefits and problems
inherent when a fragile country seeks to heal its victims without risking its own future.

In developing a theory about the role of language in retribution, Teresa Godwin Phelps takes an
interdisciplinary approach, delving into sources from Greek tragedy to Hamlet, from Kant to contemporary
theories about retribution, from the Babylonian law codes to the South African Truth and Reconciliation
Report. She argues that, given the historical and psychological evidence about revenge, starting afresh by
drawing a bright line between past crimes and a new government is both unrealistic and unwise.

When grievous harm happens, a rebalancing is bound to occur, whether it is orderly and lawful or disorderly
and unlawful. Shattered Voices contends that language is requisite to any adequate balancing, and that a
solution is viable only if it provides an atmosphere in which storytelling and subsequent dialogue can
flourish. In the developing culture of ubiquitous truth reports, Phelps argues that we must become attentive
to the form these reports take—the narrative structure, the use of victims' stories, and the way a political
message is conveyed to the citizens of the emerging democracy.

By looking concretely at the work and responsibilities of truth commissions, Shattered Voices offers an
important and thoughtful analysis of the efficacy of the ways human rights abuses are addressed.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

The book Shattered Voices: Language, Violence, and the Work of Truth Commissions (Pennsylvania Studies
in Human Rights) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book Shattered Voices: Language, Violence, and the
Work of Truth Commissions (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights) to get your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like start and read a book Shattered Voices: Language, Violence, and the
Work of Truth Commissions (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Ann Lemieux:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Shattered Voices: Language,
Violence, and the Work of Truth Commissions (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights).

Benjamin Deloatch:

You can get this Shattered Voices: Language, Violence, and the Work of Truth Commissions (Pennsylvania
Studies in Human Rights) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Daniel Martin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of



books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Shattered Voices: Language, Violence, and
the Work of Truth Commissions (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights).
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