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further reading *Includes a table of contents “Few battles of ancient times are more marked by ability...than
the battle of Cannae. The position was such as to place every advantage on Hannibal's side. The manner in
which the far from perfect Hispanic and Gallic foot was advanced in a wedge in échelon...was first held there
and then withdrawn step by step, until it had reached the converse position...is a simple masterpiece of battle
tactics. The advance at the proper moment of the African infantry, and its wheel right and left upon the
flanks of the disordered and crowded Roman legionaries, is far beyond praise. The whole battle, from the
Carthaginian standpoint, is a consummate piece of art, having no superior, few equal, examples in the history
of war.” – Theodore Dodge, military historian Although the Romans gained the upper hand over Carthage in
the wake of the First Punic War, the legendary Carthaginian general Hannibal brought the Romans to their
knees for over a decade during the Second Punic War. While military historians are still amazed that he was
able to maintain his army in Italy near Rome for nearly 15 years, scholars are still puzzled over some of his
decisions, including why he never attempted to march on Rome in the first place. Regardless, Hannibal was
such a threat that the Romans responded in an unprecedented nature when the Carthaginians resumed the
campaigning season in the spring of 216 BCE by capturing the city of Cannae, a crucial supply hub, and
placing themselves along the line that convoys from the ports and warehouses of the south needed to travel
to reach Rome. This was something the Romans could not and did not take lying down; Rome raised the
largest army in their city’s history, a force of between 80,000 and 100,000 men, and marched south with
Consuls Varro and Paullus at the head of the army. This military behemoth disregarded the delaying tactics
that Maximus had favored, fully determined to destroy Hannibal once and for all as quickly as possible.
Despite the massive horde headed his way, Hannibal was ready for them. He encamped his army near the
Aufidus, a river not far from Cannae, and waited. His intelligence told him that Consul Varro, the more
influential of the two Roman generals, was a firebrand, talented in attack but with a tendency to overreach
himself, and Hannibal resolved to use this flaw to his advantage. Hannibal arrayed his army in the open, sure
that Varro would be unable to resist the temptation to offer battle, and then deliberately placed his weakest
infantry in the center of his battle-line. Varro led the Roman legions straight at the centre of Hannibal’s
formation, proceeding in characteristic bull-headed fashion and spearheading the assault himself. Hannibal’s
troops in the center yielded before the legions, as Hannibal had anticipated, sucking the bulk of the Roman
force deep into the centre of Hannibal’s formation. Meanwhile, the wings of Hannibal’s infantry
automatically swung against the flanks of the Roman force while Hannibal’s cavalry, led by his celebrated
general Maharbal, crushed the Roman cavalry and light infantry deployed to protect the formation’s flanks
and rear and, in so doing, succeeded in encircling it completely. The Roman force now found itself unable to
run or maneuver, completely surrounded by Hannibal’s forces. It was one of the earliest examples of the
pincer movement in the history of warfare. The result was a massacre, one of the most vicious battles in the
history of the world. Around 75% of the Roman army was cut down in the ensuing melee, which would be in
the vicinity of between 50,000-80,000 soldiers depending on which initial estimates are considered to be
accurate. Among the casualties was the luckless Consul Paullus.
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From reader reviews:

William Reeves:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
The Battle of Cannae: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome's Most Decisive Military Defeat? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Ismael Black:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this The
Battle of Cannae: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome's Most Decisive Military Defeat.

Robert Jenkins:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Battle of Cannae: The
History and Legacy of Ancient Rome's Most Decisive Military Defeat that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are
able to pick The Battle of Cannae: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome's Most Decisive Military
Defeat become your own personal starter.

Elizabeth Brown:

You may get this The Battle of Cannae: The History and Legacy of Ancient Rome's Most Decisive Military
Defeat by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written
or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your



knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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