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International law is much debated and discussed, but poorly understood. Does international law matter, or do
states regularly violate it with impunity? If international law is of no importance, then why do states devote
so much energy to negotiating treaties and providing legal defenses for their actions? In turn, if international
law does matter, why does it reflect the interests of powerful states, why does it change so often, and why are
violations of international law usually not punished?
In this book, Jack Goldsmith and Eric Posner argue that international law matters but that it is less powerful
and less significant than public officials, legal experts, and the media believe. International law, they
contend, is simply a product of states pursuing their interests on the international stage. It does not pull states
towards compliance contrary to their interests, and the possibilities for what it can achieve are limited. It
follows that many global problems are simply unsolvable.
The book has important implications for debates about the role of international law in the foreign policy of
the United States and other nations. The authors see international law as an instrument for advancing national
policy, but one that is precarious and delicate, constantly changing in unpredictable ways based on non-legal
changes in international politics. They believe that efforts to replace international politics with international
law rest on unjustified optimism about international law's past accomplishments and present capacities.
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From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for us. The book The Limits of International Law has been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book The Limits of International Law is not only giving you far more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book The Limits of International Law.
You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Pamela Guarino:

The book untitled The Limits of International Law contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely
not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the
new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Harold Singleton:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is The Limits of International Law this guide consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Jessica Duncan:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide The Limits of International Law was filled about science. Spend your time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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