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As China continues to transform itself, many assume that the nation will eventually move beyond
communism and adopt a Western-style democracy. But could China develop a unique form of government
based on its own distinct traditions? Jiang Qing--China's most original, provocative, and controversial
Confucian political thinker--says yes. In this book, he sets out a vision for a Confucian constitutional order
that offers a compelling alternative to both the status quo in China and to a Western-style liberal democracy.
A Confucian Constitutional Order is the most detailed and systematic work on Confucian constitutionalism
to date.

Jiang argues against the democratic view that the consent of the people is the main source of political
legitimacy. Instead, he presents a comprehensive way to achieve humane authority based on three sources of
political legitimacy, and he derives and defends a proposal for a tricameral legislature that would best
represent the Confucian political ideal. He also puts forward proposals for an institution that would curb the
power of parliamentarians and for a symbolic monarch who would embody the historical and
transgenerational identity of the state. In the latter section of the book, four leading liberal and socialist
Chinese critics--Joseph Chan, Chenyang Li, Wang Shaoguang, and Bai Tongdong--critically evaluate Jiang's
theories and Jiang gives detailed responses to their views.

A Confucian Constitutional Order provides a new standard for evaluating political progress in China and
enriches the dialogue of possibilities available to this rapidly evolving nation. This book will fascinate
students and scholars of Chinese politics, and is essential reading for anyone concerned about China's
political future.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book A Confucian Constitutional Order: How China's
Ancient Past Can Shape Its Political Future (The Princeton-China Series). You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book A Confucian
Constitutional Order: How China's Ancient Past Can Shape Its Political Future (The Princeton-China Series).
You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Robert Baxter:

The book A Confucian Constitutional Order: How China's Ancient Past Can Shape Its Political Future (The
Princeton-China Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make studying a book A Confucian Constitutional Order: How China's Ancient Past Can
Shape Its Political Future (The Princeton-China Series) to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a reserve A Confucian Constitutional Order: How
China's Ancient Past Can Shape Its Political Future (The Princeton-China Series). Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Carmen Helton:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take A Confucian Constitutional Order: How China's Ancient Past Can Shape Its
Political Future (The Princeton-China Series) as the daily resource information.

John Day:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and A Confucian Constitutional Order:
How China's Ancient Past Can Shape Its Political Future (The Princeton-China Series) or perhaps others



sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book
likes A Confucian Constitutional Order: How China's Ancient Past Can Shape Its Political Future (The
Princeton-China Series) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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