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Fr. Vincent Twomey, a former doctoral student of Joseph Ratzinger, and a long time friend of the Pope's, felt
the need to respond to the common question he read and heard often after Ratzinger's papal election, "What
kind of person is the new Pope?" So often Twomey had read in the past false depictions of both the man, and
his thought and writings, especially the image presented by the media as a grim, hard-line, enforcer, "panzer
Cardinal", etc.

Twomey offers here a unique double-presentation of the man, Pope Benedict XVI -- a "theological portrait"
that encompasses both an overview of the writings, teachings and thought of the brilliant theologian and
spiritual writer, as well as the man himself, and his personality traits and how he communicates with others.

Since Ratzinger came in to the papacy already well known and highly regarded as one of the greatest
theologians of our age, and having written so much on almost every theological subject touching on the faith,
morality, the Church and State, it is important to know his mind on these topics and how he approaches the
major spiritual and social issues of our times. Twomey shows his style is really the opposite of how he has
been depicted in the past -- that he is indeed very pastoral and will first win the hearts of people who will
then read for themselves his writings. His very first encyclical, God Is Love, underscores that approach.

Twomey shows that the secret to the serene dignified behavior of Benedict is that, as a man who is an
accomplished pianist, he is open to beauty as much as truth, that he lives outside himself, and is not
preoccupied with his own self. He also is a man that Twomey says "has the courage to be imperfect",
showing he has a deep humility and strives for teaching the truth even when misunderstood or not presented
as well as he would like.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Coury:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Pope Benedict XVI: The Conscience of Our Age: A Theological Portrait this guide
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Luis Ray:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Pope Benedict XVI: The
Conscience of Our Age: A Theological Portrait can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Pope Benedict XVI: The Conscience
of Our Age: A Theological Portrait as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Pope Benedict XVI: The Conscience of Our Age: A Theological
Portrait to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Eileen Schmitt:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Pope Benedict XVI: The Conscience of Our Age: A Theological Portrait. You can include your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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