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Suspensions of Perception is a major historical study of human attention and its volatile role in modern
Western culture. It argues that the ways in which we intently look at or listen to anything result from crucial
changes in the nature of perception that can be traced back to the second half of the nineteenth century.

Focusing on the period from about 1880 to 1905, Jonathan Crary examines the connections between the
modernization of subjectivity and the dramatic expansion and industrialization of visual/auditory culture. At
the core of his project is the paradoxical nature of modern attention, which was both a fundamental condition
of individual freedom, creativity, and experience and a central element in the efficient functioning of
economic and disciplinary institutions as well as the emerging spaces of mass consumption and spectacle.

Crary approaches these issues through multiple analyses of single works by three key modernist painters --
Manet, Seurat, and Cezanne -- who each engaged in a singular confrontation with the disruptions, vacancies,
and rifts within a perceptual field. Each in his own way discovered that sustained attentiveness, rather than
fixing or securing the world, led to perceptual disintegration and loss of presence, and each used this
discovery as the basis for a reinvention of representational practices.

Suspensions of Perception decisively relocates the problem of aesthetic contemplation within a broader
collective encounter with the unstable nature of perception -- in psychology, philosophy, neurology, early
cinema, and photography. In doing so, it provides a historical framework for understanding the current social
crisis of attention amid the accelerating metamorphoses of our contemporary technological culture.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Stringer:

Here thing why that Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books)
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle,
and Modern Culture (October Books) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle,
and Modern Culture (October Books). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern
Culture (October Books) in e-book can be your substitute.

Marsha Bridges:

The knowledge that you get from Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture
(October Books) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more
you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Suspensions of
Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the
idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Suspensions of Perception: Attention,
Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October Books) instantly.

Joseph Moody:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern Culture (October
Books) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Patricia Phipps:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the



top listing in your reading list is usually Suspensions of Perception: Attention, Spectacle, and Modern
Culture (October Books). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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