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Late in life, William F. Buckley made a confession to Corey Robin. Capitalism is "boring," said the founding
father of the American right. "Devoting your life to it," as conservatives do, "is horrifying if only because it's
so repetitious. It's like sex." With this unlikely conversation began Robin's decade-long foray into the
conservative mind. What is conservatism, and what's truly at stake for its proponents? If capitalism bores
them, what excites them?

Tracing conservatism back to its roots in the reaction against the French Revolution, Robin argues that the
right is fundamentally inspired by a hostility to emancipating the lower orders. Some conservatives endorse
the free market, others oppose it. Some criticize the state, others celebrate it. Underlying these differences is
the impulse to defend power and privilege against movements demanding freedom and equality.

Despite their opposition to these movements, conservatives favor a dynamic conception of politics and
society--one that involves self-transformation, violence, and war. They are also highly adaptive to new
challenges and circumstances. This partiality to violence and capacity for reinvention has been critical to
their success.

Written by a keen, highly regarded observer of the contemporary political scene, The Reactionary Mind
ranges widely, from Edmund Burke to Antonin Scalia, from John C. Calhoun to Ayn Rand. It advances the
notion that all rightwing ideologies, from the eighteenth century through today, are historical improvisations
on a theme: the felt experience of having power, seeing it threatened, and trying to win it back.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Weathers:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The
Reactionary Mind: Conservatism from Edmund Burke to Sarah Palin? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

David Lussier:

The reason why? Because this The Reactionary Mind: Conservatism from Edmund Burke to Sarah Palin is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Gregory McKinney:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Reactionary Mind:
Conservatism from Edmund Burke to Sarah Palin which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Mary Linkous:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Reactionary Mind: Conservatism from Edmund Burke to Sarah Palin. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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