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In April 1981, two white Texas prison officials died at the hands of a black inmate at the Ellis prison farm
near Huntsville. Warden Wallace Pack and farm manager Billy Moore were the highest-ranking Texas prison
officials ever to die in the line of duty. The warden was drowned face down in a ditch. The farm manager
was shot once in the head with the warden's gun. The man who admitted to killing them, a burglar and robber
named Eroy Brown, surrendered meekly, claiming self-defense.

In any other era of Texas prison history, Brown's fate would have seemed certain: execution. But in 1980,
federal judge William Wayne Justice had issued a sweeping civil rights ruling in which he found that prison
officials had systematically and often brutally violated the rights of Texas inmates. In the light of that
landmark prison civil rights case, Ruiz v. Estelle, Brown had a chance of being believed.

The Trials of Eroy Brown, the first book devoted to Brown's astonishing defense, is based on trial
documents, exhibits, and journalistic accounts of Brown's three trials, which ended in his acquittal. Michael
Berryhill presents Brown's story in his own words, set against the backdrop of the chilling plantation
mentality of Texas prisons. Brown's attorneys—Craig Washington, Bill Habern, and Tim Sloan—undertook
heroic strategies to defend him, even when the state refused to pay their fees. The Trials of Eroy Brown tells
a landmark story of prison civil rights and the collapse of Jim Crow justice in Texas.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Olin:

Beside this specific The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack
and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing
to have The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris
Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Kathryn Botello:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That
Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C). This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Albert Matthews:

You can get this The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and
Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book
are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Lesley Dwyer:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the book
The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers
Series in Texas History, Life, and C) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim.



Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The Trials of Eroy Brown: The Murder Case That
Shook the Texas Prison System (Jack and Doris Smothers Series in Texas History, Life, and C). You can
more appealing than now.
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