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Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2007 im Fachbereich Anglistik - Linguistik, Note: 2, Martin-Luther-Universität
Halle-Wittenberg, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: For many years, researchers have investigated the subject
humour and tried to define what is behind it and which different kinds of humour do exist. An essential part
of these investigations is concerned with irony, as one type of humour. In general, researchers agree that
someone makes an ironic remark when the intended meaning of the speaker is different from what has
actually been expressed. What the speaker really believes and thinks is said in an indirect way. Therefore, the
listener is forced to recognize the discrepancy between the literal and the figurative meaning in order to
understand what the speaker was trying to say. What irony makes a part of humour is the tension which is
created by the juxtaposition of two opposite meanings. This incongruity of these two opposite meanings can
lead to a comic effect.Another important form of humour is sarcasm. Unfortunately not much research has
been done on that topic although sarcasm seems to be omnipresent in our daily lives. Most people use the
terms sarcasm, sarcastic, or sarcastically in many situations. It is a term which is often used when someone
makes a humorous remark. Even in literature the phrase ‘…, he said sarcastically’ is very common.
Therefore, one could assume that sarcasm is easy to recognize and to understand. Nevertheless, it is
interesting to know that whenever people are asked to define sarcasm they are not able to give a clear
definition or an explanation and they start stammering. Even linguistic researchers do not come to an
agreement about the definition of sarcasm. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to clarify the term by taking
different approaches and in the end to find a new, better comprehensible definition. At first, different entries
in various dictionaries shall give a general overview of the meaning of the term. Secondly, with the help of
scientific linguistic essays of Toplak/Katz, Rockwell, and Attardo/Eisterhold/Hay/Poggi a deeper insight into
sarcasm shall be given. At the end of this analysis, with the help of some examples, it is tried to place
sarcasm in the field of humour by explaining the superiority, surprise, and incongruity theory. Then, the
focus is on the different ways of people’s perception of sarcasm which is depending on their point of view.
After this discussion, the role of irony when being sarcastic is argued which finally ends in a new definition
of sarcasm.
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From reader reviews:

Holley Shipman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Sarcasm - What is that? Finding a Definition as
your daily resource information.

Ethel Fung:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-
book. The book Sarcasm - What is that? Finding a Definition it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Robert Reynolds:

Sarcasm - What is that? Finding a Definition can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Sarcasm - What is that? Finding a Definition
however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.

Marilyn Calhoun:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Sarcasm - What is that? Finding a Definition
reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Sarcasm - What is that?
Finding a Definition as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that
can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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