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In 1876, in a mountainous region to the west of Lake Victoria, Africa--what is today Ruwenzori Mountains
National Park in Uganda--the famed explorer Henry Morton Stanley encountered Africans with what he was
convinced were light complexions and European features. Stanley's discovery of this African "white tribe"
haunted him and seemed to substantiate the so-called Hamitic Hypothesis: the theory that the descendants of
Ham, the son of Noah, had populated Africa and other remote places, proving that the source and spread of
human races around the world could be traced to and explained by a Biblical story.

In The Lost White Tribe, Michael Robinson traces the rise and fall of the Hamitic Hypothesis. In addition to
recounting Stanley's "discovery," Robinson shows how it influenced others, including that of the Ainu in
Japan; or Vilhjalmur Stefansson's tribe of "blond Eskimos" in the Arctic; or the 9,000-year-old skeleton
found in Washington State with what were deemed "Caucasian features." As Robinson shows, race theory
stemming originally from the Bible only not only guided exploration but archeology, including Charles
Mauch's discovery of the Grand Zimbabwe site in 1872, and literature, such as H. Rider Haggard's King
Solomon's Mines, whose publication launched an entire literary subgenre dedicated to white tribes in remote
places. The Hamitic Hypothesis would shape the theories of Carl Jung and guide psychological and
anthropological notions of the primitive.

The Hypothesis also formed the foundation for the European colonial system, which was premised on
assumptions about racial hierarchy, at whose top were the white races, the purest and oldest of them all. It
was a small step from the Hypothesis to theories of Aryan superiority, which served as the basis of the race
laws in Nazi Germany and had horrific and catastrophic consequences. Though racial thinking changed
profoundly after World War Two, a version of Hamitic validation of the "whiter" tribes laid the groundwork
for conflict within Africa itself after decolonization, including the Rwandan genocide.

Based on painstaking archival research, The Lost White Tribe is a fascinating, immersive, and wide-ranging
work of synthesis, revealing the roots of racial thinking and the legacies that continue to exert their influence
to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

This The Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Lost White
Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent can be one of several great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Lost White Tribe: Explorers,
Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Karon Hall:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled The Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the
Theory that Changed a Continent giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Thomas Murray:

This The Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent is brand new way
for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Lost White
Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Scott Padilla:

You can obtain this The Lost White Tribe: Explorers, Scientists, and the Theory that Changed a Continent by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get



difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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