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In 1910, the surgeons Moreau and LePrince wrote about their successful operation on an eight-year-old boy
who had been blind since birth because of cataracts. When the boy's eyes were healed they removed the
bandages and, waving a hand in front of the child's physically perfect eyes, asked him what he saw. "I don't
know," was his only reply. What he saw was only a varying brightness in front of him. However, when
allowed to touch the hand as it began to move, he cried out in a voice of triumph, "It's moving!" He could
feel it move, but he still needed laboriously to learn to see it move. Light and eyes were not enough to grant
him sight. How, then, do we see? What's the difference between seeing and perception? What is light?
From ancient times to the present, from philosophers to quantum physicists, nothing has so perplexed, so
fascinated, so captivated the mind as the elusive definition of light. In Catching the Light, Arthur Zajonc
takes us on an epic journey into history, tracing how humans have endeavored to understand the
phenomenon of light. Blending mythology, religion, science, literature, and painting, Zajonc reveals in poetic
detail the human struggle to identify the vital connection between the outer light of nature and the inner light
of the human spirit. He explains the curiousness of the Greeks' blue and green "color blindness": Odysseus
gazing longingly at the "wine-dark sea"; the use of chloros (green) as the color of honey in Homer's Odessey;
and Euripides' use of the color green to describe the hue of tears and blood. He demonstrates the complexity
of perception through the work of Paul Cézanne--the artist standing on the bank of a river, painting the same
scene over and over again, the motifs multiplying before his eyes. And Zajonc goes on to show how our
quest for an understanding of light, as well as the conclusions we draw, reveals as much about the nature of
our own psyche as it does about the nature of light itself. For the ancient Egyptians the nature of light was
clear--it simply was the gaze of God. In the hands of the ancient Greeks, light had become the luminous
inner fire whose ethereal effluence brought sight. In our contemporary world of modern quantum physics,
science plays the greatest part in our theories of light's origin--from scientific perspectives such as Sir Isaac
Newton's "corpuscular theory of light" and Michael Faraday's "lines of force" to such revolutionary ideas as
Max Planck's "discrete motion of a pendulum" (the basis of quantum mechanics), Albert Einstein's "particles
of light" and "theory of relativity," and Niels Bohr's "quantum jumps." Yet the metaphysical aspects of the
scientific search, Zajonc shows, still loom large. For the physicist Richard Feynman, a quantum particle
travels all paths, eventually distilling to one path whose action is least--the most beautiful path of all.
Whatever light is, here is where we will find it.
With rare clarity and unmatched lyricism, Zajonc illuminates the profound implications of the relationships
between the multifaceted strands of human experience and scientific endeavor. A fascinating search into our
deepest scientific mystery, Catching the Light is a brilliant synthesis that will both entertain and inform.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Slaughter:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Catching the Light: The
Entwined History of Light and Mind book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Donna Sedillo:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Studying a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Catching the Light: The
Entwined History of Light and Mind book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Patricia Gallagher:

This Catching the Light: The Entwined History of Light and Mind is great publication for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we
can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Catching the Light: The Entwined History of Light and Mind in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten
or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt which?

Marian Storie:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Catching the Light: The
Entwined History of Light and Mind.
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