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In Contraception and Abortion from the Ancient World to the Renaissance, John Riddle showed, through
extraordinary scholarly sleuthing, that women from ancient Egyptian times to the fifteenth century had relied
on an extensive pharmacopoeia of herbal abortifacients and contraceptives to regulate fertility. In Eve's
Herbs, Riddle explores a new question: If women once had access to effective means of birth control, why
was this knowledge lost to them in modern times?

Beginning with the testimony of a young woman brought before the Inquisition in France in 1320, Riddle
asks what women knew about regulating fertility with herbs and shows how the new intellectual, religious,
and legal climate of the early modern period tended to cast suspicion on women who employed "secret
knowledge" to terminate or prevent pregnancy. Knowledge of the menstrual-regulating qualities of rue,
pennyroyal, and other herbs was widespread through succeeding centuries among herbalists, apothecaries,
doctors, and laywomen themselves, even as theologians and legal scholars began advancing the idea that the
fetus was fully human from the moment of conception.

Drawing on previously unavailable material, Riddle reaches a startling conclusion: while it did not persist in
a form that was available to most women, ancient knowledge about herbs was not lost in modern times but
survived in coded form. Persecuted as "witchcraft" in centuries past and prosecuted as a crime in our own
time, the control of fertility by "Eve's herbs" has been practiced by Western women since ancient times.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Noble:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Eve's Herbs: A History of Contraception and
Abortion in the West is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Greg Christenson:

Exactly why? Because this Eve's Herbs: A History of Contraception and Abortion in the West is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Ophelia Ellis:

The book untitled Eve's Herbs: A History of Contraception and Abortion in the West contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Helen Christopher:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Eve's Herbs: A History of Contraception and Abortion in the West. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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