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This extraordinarily comprehensive, well-documented, biographical dictionary of some 1,500 photographers
(and workers engaged in photographically related pursuits) active in western North America before 1865 is
enriched by some 250 illustrations, many of them previously unpublished.

The territory covered stretches from Alaska through Central America, and embraces all of the present-day
states of the United States that fall, at least partially, west of the Continental Divide. The work is
distinguished by the sheer number of entries, by the engaging quality of the biographical narratives that
cover both the professional and personal lives (wherever possible) of the subjects, and by the careful,
detailed documentation. It will be an indispensable reference work for historians, libraries, institutions with
collections of early western photographs, and many enthusiasts and collectors in the field.

In addition to photographers, the book includes retouchers, printers, manufacturers and sellers of
photographic instruments and stock, publishers, lithographers, and engravers. Since western photographs
often figured prominently in the creation of moving panoramas and popular optical amusements such as
dioramas and magic lantern shows, the people behind those exhibitions are also covered.

Far from being simply a reference tool, this book provides a rich trove of fascinating reading with a colorful
cast of characters, including: Epifania de Guadalupe Vallejo, a teenaged Mexican girl who was the earliest
known daguerrotypist on the West Coast; John Charles Frémont, who attempted to photograph the Rocky
Mountains in 1842; John Wesley Jones, whose adventures while photographing and sketching the California
Trail included the indignity of being stripped of his clothes by Crow Indians; and the eccentric Frederick
Coombs, an accomplished photographer who was convinced he was the reincarnation of George
Washington.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Nguyen:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Pioneer Photographers of the Far West: A Biographical
Dictionary, 1840-1865 as your daily resource information.

Latasha Hisle:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Pioneer Photographers of the Far West: A Biographical Dictionary, 1840-1865, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.

John Harris:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Pioneer Photographers of the Far West: A Biographical Dictionary,
1840-1865 can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Mary Muncy:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Pioneer Photographers of the Far
West: A Biographical Dictionary, 1840-1865 which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.
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