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"Woe to the rash mortal who seeks to know that of which he should remain ignorant; and to
undertake that which surpasseth his power!"

One of the strangest and most unforgettable eighteenth-century novels, Vathek is a wild Gothic fantasy
whose sensuous imagination and grotesque comedy have inspired writers from Byron to Lovecraft. The
Caliph Vathek is dissolute and debauched, and hungry for knowledge. When the mysterious Giaour offers
him boundless treasure and unrivalled power he is willing to sacrifice his god, the lives of innocent children,
and his own soul to satisfy his obsession. Vathek's extraordinary journey to the subterranean palace of Eblis,
and the terrifying fate that there awaits him, is a captivating tale of magic and oriental fantasy, sudden
violence and corrupted love, whose mix of moral fable, grotesque comedy, and evocative beauty defies
classification.

This new edition reprints Beckford's authorized English text of 1816 with its elaborate and entertaining
notes. In his new Introduction, Thomas Keymer pays special attention to the novel's literary qualities, its
hybrid nature and its connections with oriental fiction and the Gothic as well as to its origins and Beckford's
scandalous public persona. Completely reset, the second edition includes new, fuller notes, an up-to-date
bibliography, and a new chronology of the author.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Walton:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Vathek (Oxford World's Classics) will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Justin Perry:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Vathek (Oxford World's Classics) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Vathek (Oxford World's Classics)
content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Vathek (Oxford World's Classics)
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Howard Joyce:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Vathek (Oxford World's Classics) this guide consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Margaret Phillips:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific Vathek (Oxford World's Classics) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you
to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Vathek (Oxford World's Classics).
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