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This volume comprises one of the key lecture courses leading up to the publication in 1966 of Adorno's
major work, Negative Dialectics. These lectures focus on developing the concepts critical to the introductory
section of that book. They show Adorno as an embattled philosopher defining his own methodology among
the prevailing trends of the time. As a critical theorist, he repudiated the worn-out Marxist stereotypes still
dominant in the Soviet bloc – he specifically addresses his remarks to students who had escaped from the
East in the period leading up to the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961. Influenced as he was by the
empirical schools of thought he had encountered in the United States, he nevertheless continued to resist
what he saw as their surrender to scientific and mathematical abstraction. However, their influence was
potent enough to prevent him from reverting to the traditional idealisms still prevalent in Germany, or to
their latest manifestations in the shape of the new ontology of Heidegger and his disciples. Instead, he
attempts to define, perhaps more simply and fully than in the final published version, a ‘negative', i.e.
critical, approach to philosophy. Permeating the whole book is Adorno’s sense of the overwhelming power
of totalizing, dominating systems in the post-Auschwitz world. Intellectual negativity, therefore, commits
him to the stubborn defence of individuals – both facts and people – who stubbornly refuse to become
integrated into ‘the administered world’.

These lectures reveal Adorno to be a lively and engaging lecturer. He makes serious demands on his listeners
but always manages to enliven his arguments with observations on philosophers and writers such as Proust
and Brecht and comments on current events. Heavy intellectual artillery is combined with a concern for his
students’ progress.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Peters:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Lectures on
Negative Dialectics: Fragments of a Lecture Course 1965/1966? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Juana Rummel:

This Lectures on Negative Dialectics: Fragments of a Lecture Course 1965/1966 book is just not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This particular Lectures on Negative Dialectics: Fragments of a Lecture
Course 1965/1966 without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Lectures on Negative Dialectics: Fragments of a Lecture Course 1965/1966
can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Lectures on Negative Dialectics: Fragments of a Lecture
Course 1965/1966 having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Marilyn Oxford:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Lectures on Negative Dialectics: Fragments of a Lecture Course 1965/1966 will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Florence Ross:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Lectures on Negative Dialectics:
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