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Over the centuries, New Testament texts have often been read in ways that reflect and encourage anti-
Semitism. For example, the parable of the "wicked husbandmen," who kill the son of their landlord in order
to seize the land, has been used to blame the Jews for the death of Christ. Since the Holocaust, Christian
scholars have increasingly recognized and rejected this inheritance. In Parables for Our Time Tania
Oldenhage seeks to fashion a biblical hermeneutics that consciously works with memories of the Holocaust.

New Testament scholars have not directly confronted the horror of Nazi crimes, Oldenhage argues, but their
work has nonetheless been deeply affected by the events of the Holocaust. By placing twentieth-century
biblical scholarship within its specific historical and cultural contexts, she is able to trace the process by
which the Holocaust gradually moved into the collective consciousness of New Testament scholars, both in
Germany and in the United States. Her focus is on the scholarly interpretation of the parables of Jesus. She
sets the stage with the work of Wolfgang Harnisch who exemplifies the problems surrounding Holocaust
remembrance in the Germany of the 1980s and 1990s. She then turns to Joachim Jeremias's eminent work on
the parables, first published in 1947. Jeremias's anti-Jewish rhetoric, she argues, should be understood not
only as a perpetuation of an age-old interpretive pattern, but as representative of German difficulties in
responding to the Holocaust immediately after the war. Oldenhage goes on to explore the way in which
Jeremias's approach was challenged by biblical scholars in the U.S. during the 1970s. In particular, she
examines the turn to literature and literary theory exemplified in the works of John Dominic Crossan and
Paul Ricoeur. Nazi atrocities became part of the cultural reservoir from which Crossan and Ricoeur drew,
she shows, although they never engaged with the historical facts of the Holocaust. In conclusion, Oldenhage
offers her own reading of the parable of the wicked husbandmen, demonstrating how the turn from historical
to literary criticism opens up the text to interpretation in light of the Holocaust. If the parables are to be
meaningful in our time, she contends, we must take account of the troubling resonances between these
ancient Christian stories and the atrocities of Auschwitz.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship
after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series) book is readable through you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Parables for
Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series)
content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Parables for Our Time: Rereading
New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism Series) is not loveable to be your
top record reading book?

Sally Norman:

This book untitled Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR
Cultural Criticism Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this publication from your list.

Norma Eberhart:

You can get this Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR
Cultural Criticism Series) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar
to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Jill Lee:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Parables for Our Time: Rereading New Testament Scholarship after the Holocaust (AAR Cultural Criticism
Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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