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What causes a child to grow up gay or straight? In this book, neuroscientist Simon LeVay summarizes a
wealth of scientific evidence that points to one inescapable conclusion: Sexual orientation results primarily
from an interaction between genes, sex hormones, and the cells of the developing body and brain.

LeVay helped create this field in 1991 with a much-publicized study in Science, where he reported on a
difference in the brain structure between gay and straight men. Since then, an entire scientific discipline has
sprung up around the quest for a biological explanation of sexual orientation. In this book, LeVay provides a
clear explanation of where the science stands today, taking the reader on a whirlwind tour of laboratories that
specialize in genetics, endocrinology, neuroscience, cognitive psychology, evolutionary psychology, and
family demographics. He describes, for instance, how researchers have manipulated the sex hormone levels
of animals during development, causing them to mate preferentially with animals of their own gender.
LeVay also reports on the prevalence of homosexual behavior among wild animals, ranging from Graylag
geese to the Bonobo chimpanzee.

Although many details remain unresolved, the general conclusion is quite clear: A person's sexual orientation
arises in large part from biological processes that are already underway before birth. LeVay also makes it
clear that these lines of research have a lot of potential because--far from seeking to discover "what went
wrong" in the lives of gay people, attempting to develop "cures" for homosexuality, or returning to
traditional explanations that center on parent-child relationships, various forms of "training," or early sexual
experiences--our modern scientists are increasingly seeing sexual variety as something to be valued,
celebrated, and welcomed into society.
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From reader reviews:

David Hernandez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Gay, Straight, and the Reason Why: The Science of Sexual Orientation.

Terry Palladino:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Gay, Straight, and the Reason Why: The Science of Sexual Orientation this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Mary Norman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Gay, Straight, and the Reason Why: The Science
of Sexual Orientation or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Gay, Straight, and the Reason Why: The Science of Sexual Orientation to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Bryant Davidson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for the
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