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In Melancholia and Moralism, Douglas Crimp confronts the conservative gay politics that replaced the
radical AIDS activism of the late 1980s and early 1990s. He shows that the cumulative losses from AIDS,
including the waning of militant response, have resulted in melancholia as Freud defined it: gay men's
dangerous identification with the moralistic repudiation of homosexuality by the wider society.

With the 1993 march on Washington for lesbian and gay rights, it became clear that AIDS no longer
determined the agenda of gay politics; it had been displaced by traditional rights issues such as gay marriage
and the right to serve in the military. Journalist Andrew Sullivan, notorious for pronouncing the AIDS
epidemic over, even claimed that once those few rights had been won, the gay rights movement would no
longer have a reason to exist.

Crimp challenges such complacency, arguing that not only is the AIDS epidemic far from over, but that its
determining role in queer politics has never been greater. AIDS, he demonstrates, is the repressed,
unconscious force that drives the destructive moralism of the new, anti-liberation gay politics expounded by
such mainstream gay writers as Larry Kramer, Gabriel Rotello, and Michelangelo Signorile, as well as
Sullivan. Crimp examines various cultural phenomena, including Randy Shilts's bestseller And the Band
Played On, the Hollywood films "Silence of the Lambs" and "Philadelphia," and Magic Johnson's HIV
infection and retirement from the Los Angeles Lakers. He also analyzes Robert Mapplethorpe's and Nicholas
Nixon's photography, John Greyson's AIDS musical "Zero Patience," Gregg Bordowitz's video "Fast Trip,
Long Drop," the Names Project Quilt, and the annual "Day without Art."
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From reader reviews:

Chad Brown:

This Melancholia and Moralism: Essays on AIDS and Queer Politics are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Melancholia and Moralism: Essays on AIDS and Queer
Politics can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but
feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Melancholia and Moralism: Essays on AIDS and Queer Politics giving you an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

William Pare:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Melancholia and Moralism: Essays on AIDS and Queer Politics it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book provides high quality.

Teresa Hanson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Melancholia and
Moralism: Essays on AIDS and Queer Politics that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Melancholia and Moralism: Essays on AIDS and
Queer Politics become your own starter.

Joseph Franson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for



you is Melancholia and Moralism: Essays on AIDS and Queer Politics this e-book consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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