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This is the first book to describe and explain all of the ancient world's major mystery cults--one of the most
intriguing but least understood aspects of Greek and Roman religion. In the nocturnal Mysteries at Eleusis,
participants dramatically re-enacted the story of Demeter's loss and recovery of her daughter Persephone; in
the Bacchic cult, bands of women ran wild in the Greek countryside to honor Dionysus; and in the mysteries
of Mithras, men came to understand the nature of the universe and their place within it through frightening
initiation ceremonies and astrological teachings. These cults were an important part of life in the ancient
Mediterranean world, but their actual practices were shrouded in secrecy, and many of their features have
remained unclear until now.

By richly illustrating the evidence from ancient art and archaeology, and drawing on enlightening new work
in the anthropology and cognitive science of religion, Mystery Cults of the Ancient World allows readers to
imagine as never before what it was like to take part in these ecstatic and life-changing religious rituals--and
what they meant to those who participated in them. Stunning images of Greek painted pottery, Roman
frescoes, inscribed gold tablets from Greek and South Italian tombs, and excavated remains of religious
sanctuaries help show what participants in these initiatory cults actually did and experienced.

A fresh and accessible introduction to a fascinating subject, this is a book that will interest general readers, as
well as students and scholars of classics and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Robinson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Mystery Cults of the Ancient World.
All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Justin Pritchett:

This Mystery Cults of the Ancient World book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Mystery Cults of the Ancient World without we know teach the one who examining it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Mystery Cults of the Ancient World can bring
whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Mystery Cults of the Ancient World having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Edgar Villanueva:

The reason? Because this Mystery Cults of the Ancient World is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Iva Simmon:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the
book Mystery Cults of the Ancient World we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Mystery Cults of the
Ancient World. You can more appealing than now.
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