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Sometimes the crack of the bat or the roar of the crowd fails to capture the meaning of sports as athletes
themselves understand it. Books about sports have ignored this dimension of the subject, particularly the
athletes’ own autobiographical accounts.  In Sporting Lives,  the first book to examine the two popular
realms of sports and autobiography, James Pipkin looks at recurring patterns found in athletes’ accounts of
their lives and sporting experiences, examining language, metaphor, rhetorical strategies, and other elements
to analyze sports from the inside out.

Sporting Lives takes a fresh look at memoirs from baseball, football, basketball, golf, and other sports to
explore how American athletes see themselves: not only how those images mesh with popular perceptions of
them as heroes or celebrities but also how their accounts differ from those of sports journalists and other
outsiders. Drawing on the life stories of such well-known figures as Wilt Chamberlain, Babe Ruth, and
Martina Navratilova—both as-told-to and self-authored works—Pipkin follows players from the “echoing
green” of eternal youth to the sometimes cultlike and isolated status of fame, interpreting recurring patterns
both in the living of their lives and in the telling of them. He even considers Dennis Rodman’s four
autobiographies to show how the contradictions of his self-portrayals reflect the Janus-faced quality of sports
in the era of celebrity culture.

As Pipkin shows, the life of the athlete involves more than mere athleticism; it is also a world of nostalgia
and sentiment, missed opportunities and lost youth. He sheds light on athletes’ common obsession with
youth and body image—including gender and racial considerations—and explores their descriptions of being
“in a zone,” that transcendent state when everything seems to click. And he considers the time that all
athletes dread, when their bodies begin to betray them . . . and the cheering stops.

While the lives of athletes may often suggest the magic of Peter Pan, Pipkin’s engaging study reveals that
they are in many ways more like the Lost Boys. Sporting Lives shows that the meaning of sports is
intertwined with the telling. It is both an eminently readable book for fans and a critically sophisticated
analysis that will engage scholars of literature, sports or media studies, and American popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Boyd:

This Sporting Lives: Metaphor and Myth in American Sports Autobiographies (SPORTS & AMERICAN
CULTURE) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which
is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Sporting Lives: Metaphor and
Myth in American Sports Autobiographies (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE) without we realize teach
the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Sporting
Lives: Metaphor and Myth in American Sports Autobiographies (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE) can
bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Sporting Lives: Metaphor and Myth in American Sports
Autobiographies (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE) having very good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Sonya Ewing:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Sporting Lives: Metaphor and Myth in American Sports
Autobiographies (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE) as your daily resource information.

Nellie Wellborn:

Beside this kind of Sporting Lives: Metaphor and Myth in American Sports Autobiographies (SPORTS &
AMERICAN CULTURE) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Sporting
Lives: Metaphor and Myth in American Sports Autobiographies (SPORTS & AMERICAN CULTURE)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Beverly Turner:

This Sporting Lives: Metaphor and Myth in American Sports Autobiographies (SPORTS & AMERICAN
CULTURE) is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of



information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount
of digest in reading this Sporting Lives: Metaphor and Myth in American Sports Autobiographies (SPORTS
& AMERICAN CULTURE) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired
even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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