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The tradition of rhetoric established 2,500 years ago emphasizes the imperative of speech as a defining
characteristic of reason. But in her new book Lend Me Your Ear, Brenda Jo Brueggemann exposes this
tradition’s effect of disallowing deaf people human identity because of their natural silence.

     Brueggemann’s assault upon this long-standing rhetorical conceit is both erudite and personal; she writes
both as a scholar and as a hard-of-hearing woman. In this broadly based study, she presents a profound
analysis and understanding of this rhetorical tradition’s descendent disciplines (e.g., audiology,
speech/language pathology) that continue to limit deaf people. Next to this even-handed scholarship, she
juxtaposes a volatile emotional counterpoint achieved through interviews with Deaf individuals who have
faced rhetorically constructed restrictions, and interludes of her own poetry and memoirs.

     The energized structure of Lend Me Your Ear galvanizes new thought on the rhetoric surrounding Deaf
people by posing basic questions from a rhetorical context: How is deafness constructed as a disability,
pathology, or culture through the institutions of literacy education and science/technology, and how do these
constructions fit with those of deaf people themselves? The rhetoric of deafness as pathology is associated
with the conventional medical and scientific establishments, and literacy education fosters deafness as
disability, both dependent upon the premise that speech drives communication. This kinetic study demands
consideration of deafness in terms of the rhetoric of Deaf culture, American Sign Language (ASL), and the
political activism of Deaf people. Brueggemann argues strenuously and successfully for a reevaluation of the
speech model of rhetoric in light of the singular qualities of ASL poetry, a genre that adds the dimension of
space and is not disembodied. Ironically, without a word being spoken or printed, ASL poetry returns to the
fading, prized oral tradition of poets such as Homer. The speech imperative in traditional rhetoric also fails to
present rhetorical forms for listening, or a rhetoric of silence. These and other break-out concepts introduced
in Lend Me Your Ear that will stimulate scholars and students of rhetoric, language, and Deaf studies to
return to this intriguing work again and again.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Lend Me Your Ear will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Brenda Wright:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Lend Me Your Ear book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still question Lend Me Your Ear as good book but not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Evelyn Nay:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be study. Lend
Me Your Ear can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Eric Sanders:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Lend Me Your Ear or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Lend Me Your Ear
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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