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Making Sense of Japanese is the fruit of one foolhardy American's thirty-year struggle to learn and teach the
Language of the Infinite. Previously known as Gone Fishin', this book has brought Jay Rubin more feedback
than any of his literary translations or scholarly tomes, "even if," he says, "you discount the hate mail from
spin-casters and the stray gill-netter."

To convey his conviction that "the Japanese language is not vague," Rubin has dared to explain how some of
the most challenging Japanese grammatical forms work in terms of everyday English. Reached recently at a
recuperative center in the hills north of Kyoto, Rubin declared, "I'm still pretty sure that Japanese is not
vague. Or at least, it's not as vague as it used to be. Probably."

The notorious "subjectless sentence" of Japanese comes under close scrutiny in Part One. A sentence can't be
a sentence without a subject, so even in cases where the subject seems to be lost or hiding, the author
provides the tools to help you find it. Some attention is paid as well to the rest of the sentence, known
technically to grammarians as "the rest of the sentence."

Part Two tackles a number of expressions that have baffled students of Japanese over the decades, and
concludes with Rubin's patented technique of analyzing upside-down Japanese sentences right-side up,
which, he claims, is "far more restful" than the traditional way, inside-out.

"The scholar," according to the great Japanese novelist Soseki Natsume, is "one who specializes in making
the comprehensible incomprehensible." Despite his best scholarly efforts, Rubin seems to have done just the
opposite.

Previously published in the Power Japanese series under the same title and originally as Gone Fishin' in the
same series.
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Making Sense of Japanese: What the Textbooks Don't Tell You as your
daily resource information.

Thomas Murray:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Making Sense of Japanese:
What the Textbooks Don't Tell You that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you may pick Making Sense of Japanese: What the Textbooks Don't Tell You
become your current starter.

Christopher Mueller:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top listing in your reading list will be Making Sense of Japanese: What the Textbooks
Don't Tell You. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Ellis Dunn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Making
Sense of Japanese: What the Textbooks Don't Tell You.
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