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Reading for Realism presents a new approach to U.S. literary history that is based on the analysis of
dominant reading practices rather than on the production of texts. Nancy Glazener’s focus is the realist
novel, the most influential literary form of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries—a form she contends was
only made possible by changes in the expectations of readers about pleasure and literary value. By tracing
readers’ collaboration in the production of literary forms, Reading for Realism turns nineteenth-century
controversies about the realist, romance, and sentimental novels into episodes in the history of readership. It
also shows how works of fiction by Rebecca Harding Davis, Henry James, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and others
participated in the debates about literary classification and reading that, in turn, created and shaped their
audiences.
Combining reception theory with a materialist analysis of the social formations in which realist reading
practices circulated, Glazener’s study reveals the elitist underpinnings of literary realism. At the book’s
center is the Atlantic group of magazines, whose influence was part of the cultural machinery of the
Northeastern urban bourgeoisie and crucial to the development of literary realism in America. Glazener
shows how the promotion of realism by this group of publications also meant a consolidation of
privilege—primarily in terms of class, gender, race, and region—for the audience it served. Thus American
realism, so often portrayed as a quintessentially populist form, actually served to enforce existing structures
of class and power.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Reading for Realism: The History of a
U.S. Literary Institution, 1850-1910 (New Americanists) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching
for best book or ideal book with you?

Paul Jackson:

Typically the book Reading for Realism: The History of a U.S. Literary Institution, 1850-1910 (New
Americanists) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style
to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you.
The book Reading for Realism: The History of a U.S. Literary Institution, 1850-1910 (New Americanists) is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Lawrence Abbate:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Reading for Realism: The History of a U.S.
Literary Institution, 1850-1910 (New Americanists) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
skepticism Reading for Realism: The History of a U.S. Literary Institution, 1850-1910 (New Americanists)
as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mark Morrow:

This Reading for Realism: The History of a U.S. Literary Institution, 1850-1910 (New Americanists) is
completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Reading for Realism: The History of a U.S. Literary Institution,
1850-1910 (New Americanists) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you



are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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