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In The Captive Stage, Douglas A. Jones, Jr. argues that proslavery ideology remained the dominant mode of
racial thought in the antebellum north, even though chattel slavery had virtually disappeared from the region
by the turn of the nineteenth century—and that northerners cultivated their proslavery imagination most
forcefully in their performance practices. Jones explores how multiple constituencies, ranging from early
national artisans and Jacksonian wage laborers to patrician elites and bourgeois social reformers, used the
stage to appropriate and refashion defenses of black bondage as means to affirm their varying and often
conflicting economic, political, and social objectives. Joining performance studies with literary criticism and
cultural theory, he uncovers the proslavery conceptions animating a wide array of performance texts and
practices, such as the “Bobalition” series of broadsides, blackface minstrelsy, stagings of the American
Revolution, reform melodrama, and abolitionist discourse. Taken together, he suggests, these works did not
amount to a call for the re-enslavement of African Americans but, rather, justifications for everyday and
state-sanctioned racial inequities in their post-slavery society. Throughout, The Captive Stage elucidates how
the proslavery imagination of the free north emerged in direct opposition to the inclusionary claims black
publics enacted in their own performance cultures. In doing so, the book offers fresh contexts and readings of
several forms of black cultural production, including early black nationalist parades, slave dance, the
historiography of the revolutionary era, the oratory of radical abolitionists and the black convention
movement, and the autobiographical and dramatic work of ex-slave William Wells Brown.
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From reader reviews:

Dewayne Campbell:

The guide with title The Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum
North (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Hart:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for you is The Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery Imagination of the
Antebellum North (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

John Bledsoe:

This The Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater:
Theory/Text/Performance) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery
Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Charles Edwards:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Captive Stage: Performance and the Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum



North (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book The Captive Stage: Performance and the
Proslavery Imagination of the Antebellum North (Theater: Theory/Text/Performance). You can more
attractive than now.
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